
Urban Waterways and Critical Issues

Urban Waterways
Newsletter

Issue #7 
Fall 2016



Introduction: Urban Waterways and Critical Issues
Katrina D. Lashley                                                                                                                                        

Waterfront Development: In support of an integrated approach
Hyon Rah                                                                                                                                                      

Flowing Toward Freedom: The Flint Water Crisis and Environmental Justice
Jeremy Orr & Oday Salim                                                                                      

Climate Ready DC                            
Ronda Chapman
                                                                                                                                             
Clean Water: A Moral, Human Rights, Civil Rights, and Health Issue                         
Samuel García 
                                                                                                                                        
Notes from the Urban Waters Partnership Anacostia Ambassador Anacostia Ambassador
Katherine Antos

New Community! Spartanburg, South Carolina
Katrina D. Lashley

Noteworthy News

     

Contributors     
  

Contents

Newsletter Staff
Katrina Lashley - Editor 

Corianne Setzer - Designer

Anacostia Community Museum, Urban Waterways Newsletter, Issue 7, Fall 2016

1901 Fort Place SE
Washington, D.C. 20020

202-633-4820

3                                                                                                                                    

4                                                                                                                                                     

7                                                                                      

11                                                                                                                                              

15                                                                                                                                                    

19

21
   
           

27
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

38

Front Image: 
Flint Water Tower. Courtesy Jeremy Franklin Orr

The Smithsonian Anacostia Community Museum Urban Waterways Project is a long-term 
research and educational initiative based upon research on the Anacostia River and local 
communities, as well as research examining urban waterways in communities in other 
cities. The project raises public awareness about human-biosphere interaction, engenders 
appreciation for rivers and their role in sustainable urban development, and fosters civic 
responsibility and advocacy for waterways. It is particularly focused on working with 
communities on the frontline and most affected by development and environmental impacts.
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Introduction: Urban Waterways and Critical Issues
Katrina D. Lashley

In past issues of the Urban Waterways newsletter, we’ve explored how 
waterways have been impacted by history, how the arts have thrived and can 
play a role in their restoration, and the role these waters have played in the lives 
of the faithful living along their banks. We’ve also explored efforts to build green, 
thriving economies and sustainable communities which serve as benefits for all 
and the equitable development of waterfronts.

This issue was inspired by the events in the city of Flint and the rude realization 
for many that Flint was not the first, and will not be the last, community to face 
the daily realities of an insecure water supply. Standing in Fatephur Sikri, India, 
Hyon Rah is reminded water security is a centuries-old concern. She explores 
the importance of respecting and merging both natural and human boundaries in 
waterfront development, providing an example on the Zambezi River. Jeremy Orr 
and Oday Salim remind us the Flint Crisis didn’t occur suddenly, taking us through 
the events that led up to the ongoing crisis of a quintessential Environmental 
Justice community and explore how respect for the community voice can 
play an essential role in avoiding or inviting a disaster. Ronda Chapman of the 
Department of Energy and Environment (DOEE) introduces the draft “Climate 
Ready DC,” the city’s climate adaptation plan highlighting how climate change 
will impact the District, specifically, the impacts our rivers will have on residents. 
The key to DC becoming a Resilient City rests in the acknowledgment of these 
impacts, and engaging and educating those who will be most affected. Samuel 
Garcia of the City Project reaffirms the moral issues at the heart of water security 
in an exploration of the historic struggle for equitable access to water through 
the lenses of health and civil and human rights in LA.  Finally, Katherine Antos 
introduces us to the work of the Urban Waters Federal Partnership and its goal to 
support a healthy Anacostia and its surrounding communities.

The exploration of urban waters through the lens of security, or lack thereof, 
while jarring is essential in underlying specifically what is at stake, how decisions 
impact people’s daily lives and the invaluable input of and engagement with all 
citizens.

Katrina Lashley
Research Specialist, Urban Waterways

Katrina D. Lashley 
is a Research 
Specialist at 
the Anacostia 
Community
Museum. She 
received her 
B.A. in English 
Literature and 
Italian at Rutgers 
University.
In 2011 she 
completed a 
Master’s in History 
(Public History 
track) at American 
University
with a focus 
on the British 
Caribbean. 
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Waterfront Development: In support of an integrated approach 
Hyon Rah

In the spring of 2013, I paid a visit to Fatepur Sikri, India, which is a UNESCO 
heritage site a couple hours away from Agra, of the Taj Mahal fame. I had read 
about it as a child on one of those newspaper travel sections and told myself I 
would someday experience the dramatic city of intricately carved, red, sandstone 
buildings. When I finally got my wish many years later, it did not disappoint. 
The breathtaking imperial complex was the result of an extensive planning 
and construction effort in the late 16th Century. However, the visit was also 
accompanied by a bit of sadness. Fatepur Sikri was more of a ruin than the 
vibrant city depicted in the pictures I remembered from my childhood. Not much 
other than the palace complex was intact, and only the periphery of this tourist 
attraction was inhabited. There was no running water, sewer system, or stable 
electricity. Such has been the state of this once glorious capital of the Mughal 
Empire since its demise in 1585, just under 15 years after its construction when 
the lake outside of the city walls, the sole source of water for its residents, dried 
up.

As I stood in the middle of this beautiful but strangely lifeless place, this dawned 
on me: “Why didn’t they find out more about their water situation before putting 
all this effort into planning and constructing a whole new city?” Clearly, they 
thought the lake would be there forever, regardless of how much water they took 
out of it - something we know not to be true. But then again, that was over 400 
years ago. They did not have the knowledge of hydrology and scientific prowess 
that we have today.

The trouble is, I find myself asking the same question about the cities that were 
developed and substantially expanded centuries later. Los Angeles, Las Vegas, 
Miami, Sao Paolo, Bangalore, Mexico City…. When it comes to cities that are 
concerned about the security of their water supply, the list goes on, and it is not 
limited to one specific area in the world. This issue of water security is what the 
Mughals had to wrestle with before making the dramatic decision of packing up 
and moving almost 400 miles north to Lahore, their new capital. Considering the 

Hyon K. Rah is a 
hybrid designer-
engineer who 
has worked 
around the 
world, integrating  
sustainable 
design, energy 
efficiency, water 
management, 
and equitable 
development. 
She serves 
as Executive 
Director of 
Anchor Coalition 
– Securing 
Water and 
Energy for Our 
Communities. 

Fatepur Sikri, India, a former capital of the Mughal Empire, sits suspended in time next to a lake 
which dried up in 1585, just over a decade after its construction. There is still no reliable water 
supply in the city.  Credit - Richard Liblanc on Flickr
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scale and complexity of modern cities, abandoning home base is hardly an option 
for dealing with the issues related to water. The example of Fatepur Sikri may 
seem extreme, but it illustrates just how quickly things can get out of hand when 
no provisions were made for something as elemental as water.
 
Besides, it is due time we put the sophistication of modern science, hydrology, 
and planning to work, and manage our water resources by aligning them with 
our planning and development priorities. The recent phenomena of erratic 
hydrological events, ranging from sudden, severe floods to extreme droughts, 
and water quality crises that touched as close to home as Flint, Michigan, are 
just a few reasons why a paradigm shift is needed when it comes to water, from 
extraction and exploitation to integrated management.   

In urban planning and development, we have consistently ignored the natural 
boundaries within our environments in favor of focusing on the human-imposed 
ones, such as streets, property lines, and municipal borders. Many natural 
systems, hydrological systems in particular, do not follow these human-imposed 
boundaries. 

As such, waterfront development presents a perfect opportunity to merge the 
two boundaries - natural and human. Any given development site is likely to 
be influenced by hydrology, regardless of whether the hydrological system is 
easily visible or not. For waterfront developments, considerations of hydrology 
and water use are more immediate and visible to planners and stakeholders 
alike; it may be easier to forget about issues such as runoff and ground water 
contamination when the development site is miles inland. Often, developers 
and other stakeholders do not pay much attention to impacts beyond the 
site’s property lines, but when there is surface water body present, it becomes 
more difficult to ignore the relationship between the site and its influence on 
neighboring communities, local wildlife, etc. This gives us a chance to look at 
water as not only a resource to exploit and extract, but to conserve, replenish, 
and manage in an integrated way that contributes to the communities around it, 
without being depleted.

What does an integrated approach look like? It depends on the local context, 
but there are certain common characteristics. An important step is to assess 
and identify the unique starting points for each community before pushing pre-
formulated solutions unfit for the priorities of the local community. It is also 
important to do an inventory of studies, activities, and partnerships already 
conducted or ongoing in the area in order to avoid duplication, share knowledge, 
and work towards the common goal of doing good for the community with whom 
we work. 

One current example of an integrated approach for a waterfront development 
involves a private-public partnership in Victoria Falls, located on the Zambezi 
River between Zimbabwe and Zambia. Instead of taking a fragmented approach 
that only looks at one particular need at a time, the project takes a holistic 
look at planning the future of water, energy, and food for the area. Rather 
than proposing a presumptuous solution without any feedback from the local 
community, the first step was to understand the issues that mattered to the 
community. Next in order was to assess existing resources (both human and 
natural) and knowledge to tackle these issues at once through providing access 
to two foundational components for any sustainable community: water and 
energy. By engaging, communicating, and coordinating with community members 
and local actors with active initiatives on the ground, individual priorities, 
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interests, and 
unconventional ways to 
align them were identified. 
The plan is to help promote 
the cultivation of a new 
cash crop – tabasco 
chilies – by providing the 
local farmers training 
on sustainable farming 
of chilies and water 
management. The water 
will be conveyed from 
the river using renewable 
energy generated from 
the kinetic force of the 
waterfalls; various water 
management strategies, 
including education 
programs, will be 
implemented to keep the water body replenished. The economic empowerment 
to the local farmers (most of whom are women) is generated by non-polluting 
sources of energy that take into account the hydrological challenges of the area. 
While generating new economic opportunities, through non-polluting energy 
sources and long-term water security, the effort addresses one of the major 
concerns expressed by the community: human-elephant conflicts in the farming 
villages. Elephants from a nearby preserve were causing casualties in these 
villages on their visits to fetch food, but they are not very fond of chilies and will 
not come near them. Thus, the new cash crop could also serve as a natural barrier 
against dangerous intruders.

As we have witnessed time and time again, from ancient times to modern history 
to today’s water crises in various cities, looming water scarcity turned into a 
reality for many in a short period of time, and repairing the damage can be 
lengthy and costly. In many locations around the globe and within our country, 
efforts are underway to improve cities’ abilities to withstand and bounce back 
from extreme climatic events. Taking a holistic approach that integrates not only 
the traditional planning elements but also the natural systems and the people 
is the only way forward. Not only will it put our communities on a path towards 
long-term sustainability with self-determination, it will also help us use our 
resources and time more wisely. It might also keep unwanted elephants away.

Taking a holistic 

approach that 

integrates not only 

the traditional 

planning elements 

but also the natural 

systems and the 

people is the only 

way forward.

   In Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe, the natural flow of the water will be  
   harnessed to provide renewable energy to the community and water to 
   local farmers, coupled with a sustainable water management plan to 
   ensure the river does not go dry. Credit: SouthPole Consulting Private 
   Limited, Zimbabwe
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Flowing Toward Freedom: The Flint Water Crisis and 
Environmental Justice
Jeremy Orr & Oday Salim

Before the “Breaking News!” headlines 
and BuzzFeed listicles informed the 
world of one of the greatest man-
made public and environmental health 
catastrophes our country has seen 
over the past century, Flint, Michigan 
had long been a community on the 
brink of a crisis. The quintessential 
Environmental Justice community - 
with almost 65% of its residents being 
racial and ethnic minorities and more 
than 40% living at or below the Federal 
Poverty Level - Flint’s vulnerability first 
became exposed under the auspices of 
a controversial emergency management 
plan implemented by the State of 
Michigan as far back as 2011. From 
its onset, this emergency management 
plan stripped Flint residents and their 
democratically elected officials of any 
meaningful financial decision-making 

authority - including decisions regarding the future of their drinking water source. 
Such action by the State to usurp local power set the stage for the egregious 
environmental injustices that Flint, like many other communities around the 
country, face today.

Environmental Justice (EJ), as defined by the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), “is the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of 
all people regardless of race, color, national origin, or income, with respect to 
the development, implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws, 
regulations, and policies.” The phrase “fair treatment and meaningful involvement” 
is meant to ensure that the voices of our most vulnerable communities are both 
heard and valued when environmental decisions are made. The Flint Water Crisis 
is a prime example of the failures that lie in wait when community concerns are 
swept under the rug. Flint also raises the rhetorical question of “who knows a 
community better than the people who actually live there?”

When Flint’s then-emergency manager first resolved to switch the city’s water 
source from the Detroit Water & Sewerage Department (DWSD) to the Flint 
River in June 2013, community members showed up in droves to express their 
discontent for the plan. Lifelong residents, who over the course of decades 
witnessed firsthand the continued contamination of the Flint River by various

Jeremy Orr is 
an attorney and 
Detroit, MI native 
who works as the 
Environmental 
Justice 
Coordinator for 
the Transnational 
Environmental 
Law Clinic at 
Wayne State 
University Law 
School in Detroit.

Oday Salim is a 
Senior Attorney at 
the Great Lakes 
Environmental 
Law Center in 
Detroit, Michigan. 
Previously, Oday 
was a Staff 
Attorney with 
the University of 
Pittsburgh Law 
School

Flint Water Tower.  Courtesy Jeremy Franklin Orr
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industrial polluters, pleaded with the emergency manager and the Michigan 
Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) to rethink their plan. Community 
members who had daily interactions with the river warned of the great public health 
risks that would accompany the switch. Almost one year later, amidst continued 
community concerns and with no formal public hearing from MDEQ or even a vote 
by the Flint City Council, the State, through its emergency management power, 
switched the water source over to the Flint River in April 2014.

Although MDEQ claimed the water quality met all drinking water standards and 
was safe to drink, it failed to account for the fact that Flint River water was more 
corrosive than the previous water source. Coupled with the ill-fated, financially-
driven decision to not require corrosion control in the water treatment plan, the 
Flint River water quickly eroded the lead supply pipes, causing lead to seep into 
the drinking water. The rest, as we know, is history.

By all accounts, the Flint Water Crisis was an all-hands-on-deck emergency. 
Different government officials from various jurisdictions and institutions 
responded in a myriad of ways. The responses ranged from clumsy to 
impassioned, to nervous to slow. This was not the rehearsed, well-orchestrated 
response of a coastal county to yet another predicted but still punishing ocean 
storm. Rather, this was the hurried and harried response of a relatively motley 
group to a sudden (though, in hindsight, predictable) five-alarm blaze, with 
certain firefighters who were heroes and others who, however, consciously or 
inadvertently, may have had a hand in the kindling of it.

In the summer and fall of 2015, the crisis quickly escalated. Lead at dangerous 
levels was being discovered in more and more households’ water taps. Residents 
were increasingly reporting severe health ailments. In response, officials 
threw together interdisciplinary groups to quickly understand the problem and 
identify solutions. Flint’s mayor and others formed the Flint Technical Advisory 
Committee. The EPA then formed the Flint Safe Drinking Water Task Force.

Together, and along with other groups, there was an attempt to steer the ship 
toward calmer waters. However, the magnitude of the problem was too great to 
mitigate with the inadequate resources then available. As a result, that winter 
brought about the next level of responses from officials, who sought to quickly 
maximize available resources and to underline the serious health problems. 
Flint’s mayor declared an emergency in December 2015. Michigan’s governor 
followed suit with an emergency declaration in January 2016. Two days after 
Michigan’s declaration, President Obama declared a national emergency. The 
EPA culminated this period of executive action with a lengthy administrative 
order directed at the state and local governments intending to bring them into 
compliance with the federal Safe Drinking Water Act. These responses focused 
attention on what had started as an environmental failure that quickly morphed 
into a public health catastrophe.

By all accounts, 

the Flint Water 
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With interdisciplinary teams formed, emergencies declared, and orders issued, a 
set of solutions was being rolled out. Health professionals were evaluating and 
treating exposed adults and children; alternative water was being supplied; and 
there was a switch back to the pre-Emergency Manager source water from the 
Detroit plant.

With the water crisis at least stabilized, the next wave of responses by officials 
attempted to address necessary reform to avoid another crisis. At the federal 
level, the U.S. House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform held 
hearings about federal administration of the Safe Drinking Water Act. In 
Michigan, the legislature created the Joint Select Committee on the Flint Water 
Emergency. The Joint Committee released its final report in October 2016, which 
provided numerous recommendations for changes to the law and to political 
institutions.

In terms of learning lessons 
from the past and evaluating 
necessary future reform, 
perhaps the most interesting 
response from officials came 
from the Michigan Civil 
Rights Commission. The 
Commission was created by 
the Michigan Constitution to 
tackle issues of discrimination 
broadly defined. Like 
many other state bodies, 
it can issue orders, make 

rules, and hold hearings. After the Flint Water Crisis had reached a crescendo, 
the Commission decided to study it as a case of environmental injustice. The 
Commission held three hearings and heard testimony from residents, lawyers, 
public health practitioners, and EJ experts. 

Two things became crystal clear from the many hours of testimony provided 
to the Commission. First, the crisis in part was a result of excluding almost 
completely from the decision-making process the very people who would be most 
gravely affected by the water switch decision.  Not surprisingly, those excluded 
people were predominantly of minority or low income background. Second, 
there were no laws in place that expressly sought to make whole communities that 
had already been hurt by environmental injustice. Application of federal civil rights 
laws has been limited by the courts; Michigan’s civil rights statute on its face does 
not easily apply to environmental and public health contexts; and traditional causes 
of action like negligence are expensive and challenging to pursue when there are 
hundreds or thousands of victims.

The Commission is in the process of developing findings and conclusions regarding 
the role that civil rights should play for EJ communities. Those in Flint and elsewhere
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Michigan EJ Summit Panel: Officials from the Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality and the Michigan Department of Civil Rights 
field questions from the community during a breakout panel at the 2016 
Michigan Environmental Justice Summit. Courtesy Jeremy Franklin Orr
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hope the Commission’s findings will address head on the preventative process-based 
solutions to environmental injustice, which come in the form of improved access by 
vulnerable communities to decision making that relates to environmental and health 
risk of proposed government decisions; and the remedial solutions that can provide 
victims of environmental injustice legal avenues of redress.

While the all-hands-on-deck approach taken by government officials proved to be 
vital in mitigating the damage caused, it would be thoughtless to ignore the hand 
that made the immediate response efforts a success - the resilient hand of the Flint 
community. Rightfully so, this crisis fostered within the community a distrust for 
government at all levels; however, activists, advocates, and residents banded together 
and chose hope over cynicism.

Where the EPA and MDEQ lacked capacity, 
already-overburden non-profit organizations 
stretched their staffs and volunteers to help 
government officials identify and engage 
Flint’s most vulnerable populations. When 
more donated cases of water than the 
city knew what to do with began to pour 
in from around the globe, congregations 
of varying religions opened their doors to 
serve as storage and distribution centers 
for bottled water. Once it became evident 
government officials didn’t have enough feet 
on the ground, local community advocates 
and activists organized and trained one another to go door-to-door to collect water 
samples and test for lead. And when Flint’s Spanish-speaking and Arabic-speaking 
communities were all but forgotten during the rapid response, multi-lingual residents 
formed community groups who aided government workers in translating and 
disseminating language-appropriate information to their fellow Flintonians.

Consider the irony: a crisis that was caused by the willful suppression of community 
voices could now only be quelled by asking for the help of that same previously-
ignored community. EPA and MDEQ officials once ignored the literal phone calls of 
community members. Yet, community members still answered the call to action by 
EPA and MDEQ when they needed a helping hand. Many said it was “the right thing 
to do.” Some even felt it was still their civic responsibility. Others called it grace. 
Whatever the reason, there was a shared sentiment that reigns true not just in Flint, 
but the world over - when faced with adversity, it is important to remember that 
communities are stronger together.

. . . there was a 
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    Water Testing Kits: Water testing kits were in 
     high demand as conflicting stories about  water  
     safety came from various government officials. 
     Courtesy Jeremy Franklin Orr
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Climate Ready DC                          
Ronda Chapman

 “From scorching summer temperatures to higher precipitation and 
              more intense storms, we’re already experiencing the consequences 
              of a changing climate. To mitigate the catastrophic effects from acute     
              weather events like the 2012 derecho and address longer-term concerns 
              like sustained high heat advisory days, we must take action    
              immediately. Climate Ready DC is the answer to that charge.” 

     - Tommy Wells, Director, Department of Energy and Environment

On July 20, 2016, the District of Columbia’s Department of Energy and Environment 
(DOEE) released its draft climate adaptation plan, Climate Ready DC (CRDC). The plan 
identifies current and future impacts of a changing climate on the District’s residents, 
infrastructure, and public facilities. More than just an outlook report, the draft 
CRDC plan includes 74 recommended solutions the District can take to ensure our 
communities are able to prepare for and respond to a changing climate.

Based on the best available climate science, Climate Ready DC was developed 
through consultation with leading climate and technical experts, including a team 
of national consultants, 15 District Government agencies, 11 community-based 
organizations, and input from two community meetings.

The draft plan builds on preliminary findings from two technical reports, the first of 
which is the Climate Projections & Scenario Development Report, which assessed 
existing climate change data and explored future climate scenarios across three 
planning horizons: the 2020s, 2050s and 2080s. The second report completed was a 
Vulnerability Risk Assessment, which further evaluated the District’s vulnerability to 
climate change impacts, and the effects those impacts may have on infrastructure, 
community assets, and our most vulnerable populations.

The Tide is High
The Climate Ready DC climate scientists assessed what the District can expect for 
rainfall, flooding, sea level rise, and storm surges. They determined the frequency and 
intensity of heavy rainfall will contribute to increased flooding and pollution from

Ronda Chapman 
is a native of the 
Washington, DC 
area. Her current 
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on workplace 
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engagement 
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programming 
and policy 
development. 
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http://doee.dc.gov/node/16832
http://doee.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/ddoe/service_content/attachments/CRDC%20Draft%20for%20Public%20Comment--Web%20%28Reduced%29_0.pdf
http://doee.dc.gov/node/1110407
http://doee.dc.gov/node/1172370
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stormwater run-off. At the same time, the city’s tidal Potomac and Anacostia 
Rivers continue to rise, as they have over the last 90 years due to sea level rise and 
subsidence, the result of which is a 300% increase in interior nuisance flooding along 
the city’s riverfront. Lastly, the District may also experience coastal storm surges that 
will be coupled with the already rising sea level. All this to say - we are looking at a 
triple threat when it comes to how water, in its various forms, can and will impact 
us all.

The CRDC team was not the only group examining the concerns around flooding 
in the city. The DC Silver Jackets spent most of this year actively engaging entities 
and residents in its 2016 DC Flood Awareness Campaign. The timing couldn’t have 
been better, as DOEE also worked to get the word out regarding climate change 
awareness. The Silver Jackets is a group comprised of District, federal, and regional 
agencies, as well as academia. Their primary focus is to plan and prepare for flood 
risks for DC communities. They organize themselves into five task teams: mapping, 
flood emergency planning, interior drainage flooding, flood communication, and levee 
certifications. 

DC Silver Jackets have tracked the major Potomac River floods that have occurred 
since the 1800s, of which there have been seven, the last taking place in 1996. With 
the shifting and growing population, many of the District’s newer residents are not 
aware high flood risks are real. However, on June 26, 2006, several days of heavy rain 
were capped off by a six-hour deluge that caused extensive flooding in the District. 
Operations, buildings, and infrastructure of key federal agencies, historic landmarks, 
and tourist destinations within the Federal Triangle were affected. The National 
Archives, the Internal Revenue Service, the U.S. Department of Commerce, numerous 
Smithsonian Museums, and Metrorail all suffered damage from the storm and the 
ensuing high water. Damage totaled over $30 million, and some agencies were forced 
to relocate for many weeks.
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Photo Credit: John Sonderman

http://silverjackets.nfrmp.us/State-Teams/Washington-DC
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On September 8, 2016, over 130 participants from regional, federal, state, local, 
and District agencies, and public and private partners attended the first annual DC 
Flood Summit at Gallaudet University. The Flood Summit was hosted by the DC 
Silver Jackets to discuss flood risk management in the nation’s capital. Flood risk 
management is critical in the District, as there are three types of flooding that can 
impact low areas of the city: riverine; coastal storm surge; and interior.  

Among those in attendance was the Washington Post’s weather editor, Jason 
Samenow, who acted as master of ceremonies. Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes 
Norton and Deputy Mayor for Planning and Economic Development (DMPED) Brian 
Kenner gave opening remarks, and Bart de Jong, The Royal Netherlands Embassy 
Infrastructure and Environment counselor, gave the keynote address. 

Key messages from the Summit included 
Congresswoman Norton’s reminder that 
“We live in a flood-prone area, we better 
face it.” Phetmano Phannavong, co-
leader of the DC Silver Jackets and DC 
Flood Plain Manager at the Department 
of Energy and Environment (DOEE) 
emphasized that: reducing flood risks 
in the District is a shared responsibility; 
we need to have better understanding 
of the interconnection between riverine 
and interior flooding; we need to engage 
with communities and individuals who 
are affected by floods, and it is important 
we learn and share our knowledge with 
international communities and cities 
throughout the world. In his opening 
remarks, Deputy Mayor Brian Kenner 
noted “flood protection equals protecting 
our economy.” And in her closing remarks 
entitled “Summary and Call to Action,” 
Sandra Knight, Director of the Center of 
Disaster Resilience at the University of 
Maryland summed up key themes that 
resonated throughout the day: collaboration, 
communication, innovation, resilience and leadership.

Other participating agencies included Department of Energy and Environment 
(DOEE), National Park Service (NPS), Government of the District of Columbia, U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers (Corps), University of Maryland (UMD), Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, National Capital Planning Commission, C40 Cities, New 
Orleans and New York City representatives, and the Washington Metropolitan Transit 
Authority.

On September 
8, 2016, over 130 
participants from 
regional, federal, 
state, local, and 
District agencies, 
and public and 
private partners 
attended the 
first annual DC 
Flood Summit 
at Gallaudet 
University.  

                  Photo Credit: Matt Robinson

Photo Credit: Kevin Wolf
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In the face of 
climate change 
impacts and the 
expected shocks 
and stresses, 
cities around 
the world are 
working to ensure 
the necessary 
resources and 
action plans 
are in place to 
safeguard citizens 
environmentally, 
economically, and 
socially. 

Who Else Needs to Know?
“The scientific research behind the draft Climate Ready DC plan shows increased 
storms, flooding, and extreme heat in the District impacting our most vulnerable 
residents and neighborhoods disproportionately,” said Courtney Snowden, Deputy 
Mayor for Greater Economic Opportunity. “We must ensure all of our citizens are 
resilient in the face of climate change; your comments on this draft plan will help 
to make sure we are prioritizing the actions most important to our residents in all 8 
Wards.”

The Climate Ready DC plan had a 45-day public comment period designed to gauge 
the levels of familiarity, perceptions, and resource access people have, as it relates 
to climate change. In addition, CRDC staff held several community tabling events, 
meetings, and a webinar as a means to engage with people directly. Within that 
45-day period, the CRDC Plan team was able to directly engage with well over 750 
District residents, close to 350 of whom provided direct feedback and comments on 
the plan itself. Before the year’s end, the CRDC team will launch the final version of 
the CRDC plan which will include the public comments. 

Can the District Be Resilient?
In the face of climate change impacts and the expected 
shocks and stresses, cities around the world are working 
to ensure the necessary resources and action plans are in 
place to safeguard citizens environmentally, economically, 
and socially. In the summer of 2016, Washington, DC 
was designated as one of the world’s 100 Resilient Cities. 
Through this perspective, there is a great deal of concerns 
to consider.
 
According to 100 Resilient Cities, “Washington, DC 
has a unique position as the seat of the U.S. Federal 
Government, which makes it a prime target for terrorism. 
The DC region could lose up to $100 billion in private 
sector profits and 1.2 million jobs in the three (3) years 
following a large terrorist attack. DC plans to address 
this challenge by developing stronger relationships with 
adjacent municipalities and the Federal Government, 
fostering preparedness of infrastructure and businesses, 
and nourishing adequate social capital in local communities.

DC is also confronting various forms of inequality that threaten to undermine 
the city’s long-term financial and social stability, including inequalities in income, 
educational attainment, social capital, health outcomes, and exposure to violent crime. 
These inequalities undermine the city’s ability to respond to shocks such as terrorism, 
since community members are often the first responders in large scale emergencies.”

In addition, due to to what we know about increased flooding and heat, concerns 
around stable and equitable economies, affordable housing, and reliable transit also 
exist. As the city moves forward with developing its 100 Resilient City strategy, these 
concerns, among others, will be factored in.

Photo Credit: Misty Brown

Photo Credit: Pam Panchak, 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

http://www.100resilientcities.org/#/-_/
http://www.100resilientcities.org/blog/entry/how-to-develop-a-resilience-strategy#/-_/
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Clean Water: A Moral, Human Rights, Civil Rights, and Health Issue
Samuel García

Access to clean, healthy water is not just an issue of sanitation and conservation. As 
Pope Francis explains in Laudato Si’, his encyclical on care for the environment and 
the poor, “Access to safe drinkable water is a basic and universal human right, since 
it is essential to human survival and, as such, is a condition for the exercise of other 
human rights.”1  Nonetheless, there are vast disparities in equitable distribution of 
clean water across the planet. According to Pope Francis, “Our world has a grave 
social debt towards the poor who lack access to drinking water, because they are 
denied the right to a life consistent with their inalienable dignity.”2  The fundamental 
importance of water and its relative scarcity demonstrate access to clean water is a 
moral and human rights issue, as well as an environmental and economic issue. 

The moral and legal rights considerations of water access are especially important 
given the effects of climate change on the global water supply. Increasing global 
temperatures cause drought, more frequent and intense extreme weather events, and 
sea level rise, leading to flooding and food and water shortages.3  Developing nations 
do not have the resources necessary to cope with these changes. Nonetheless, 
they suffer first and worst from the burdens to accessing clean water that rising 
temperatures present. 

I witnessed these challenges firsthand while 
working to improve local climate change 
adaptation plans on the Caribbean Coast of 
Nicaragua with blueEnergy, a sustainable energy 
non-profit centered in Bluefields, Nicaragua. 
Local communities face intense, flood-causing 
rains followed by lasting droughts which dry 
wells, rivers, and creeks. Increasing temperatures 
deplete crop yields and force residents to 
expand farm space through deforestation, which 
eliminates wildlife and causes harmful water 
pollution. These changes threaten the basic well-
being of local communities: access to water, food, 
and safety. 

Even within the United States and other 
developed nations, there are significant disparities 
in clean water access. The recent water crisis in 
Flint, Michigan is a harrowing reminder of the 
environmental and health burdens often shouldered 
by low-income communities and communities of 
color. It is by no means the only example of this 
vulnerability. Indeed, Latinos and other people of 
color regularly face disproportionate levels of air and 
water pollution in their communities.4

1  Francis, Laudato Si’ [Encyclical Letter on Care for our Common Home], sec. 2. http://w2.vatican.va/content/
francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
2  Ibid.
3  Robert Garcia and Ariel Collins, “Climate is a civil rights and moral issue as well as a health, economic, and 
environmental issue.” http://www.cityprojectca.org/blog/archives/35499
4 For more, see Samuel Garcia, “Latinos and Climate Change: Opinions, Impacts, and Responses.” http://www.
cityprojectca.org/blog/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Sam-Garcia-Latinos-Climate-Change-Policy-Report-GL-
TCP-2016.pdf.

Boys wrestling on pier in Kahkabila, 
Nicaragua. Credit: Samuel García

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html 
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html 
http://www.cityprojectca.org/blog/archives/35499
http://www.cityprojectca.org/blog/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Sam-Garcia-Latinos-Climate-Change-Policy-Report-GL-TCP-2016.pdf
http://www.cityprojectca.org/blog/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Sam-Garcia-Latinos-Climate-Change-Policy-Report-GL-TCP-2016.pdf
http://www.cityprojectca.org/blog/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Sam-Garcia-Latinos-Climate-Change-Policy-Report-GL-TCP-2016.pdf
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All people, 
regardless 
of race and 
class, share 
a common 
right to 
clean water 
and a clean 
environment. 

This is the basis of the environmental 
justice movement - “racially identifiable 
communities are at a greater risk of 
environmental harms, disproportionately 
lack environmental benefits, pay a larger 
cost, and carry a heavier environmental 
burden than other communities regardless 
of race.”5 These race-based disparities 
demonstrate there are also social justice 
and civil rights considerations at stake in 
clean water access. All people, regardless 
of race and class, share a common right to 
clean water and a clean environment. 

Correcting longstanding environmental injustices requires careful planning processes 
that clearly state their goals; are attentive to environmental benefits and burdens 
on all communities, especially low-income communities and communities of color; 
include people of color and low income people; define standards for progress and 
accountability; avoid unjustified discriminatory impacts and intentional discrimination; 
and distribute environmental benefits and burdens fairly.6  

California Assembly Bill 31 strengthened California Proposition 84, which directs 
more than $5 billion in bonds to secure safe and accessible drinking water, flood and 
water pollution control, park and waterway protection, and public access to resources, 
by narrowing down the environmental justice provisions and earmarking funds 
specifically for investment in low-income and park poor communities.7  These kinds of 
benchmarks are a critical aspect of environmental justice legislation. This is because 
benchmarks are effective. Indeed, “Fully 88% of AB 31 funds invested in communities 
that are park poor, income poor, or both, were invested in communities that are 
disproportionately of color. Only 31% of the other funds under Prop 84 were invested 
in communities that are disproportionately of color. In contrast, when priorities were 
only vaguely stated, investments did not reach the communities with lower income 
and greater need.”8  As such, a specific focus on environmental justice, assessments of 
environmental equity, and pre-identified indicators of progress are vital to successful 
environmental policy.

Los Angeles is an urban testament to the historic struggle for equitable access to 
clean water, not only for drinking, but also for sanitation, recreation, greenspace, and 
habitat. For decades, residents of South Central Los Angeles and Baldwin Hills, historic 
African-American centers of the city, disproportionately suffered from spills and 
noxious odors from the Los Angeles sewage system. In 2001 a team of community 
members from Baldwin Hills and South Central Los Angeles, as well as civil rights 
attorneys, including The City Project, joined a suit brought against the City of Los 
Angeles by the United States Department of Justice, the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency, the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, and 
mainstream environmentalists, citing the disproportionate impact of the spills and 
odors on local communities of color.
5 Robert Garcia and Prof. Gerald Torres, “Pricing Justice: Carbon Pricing and Environmental Justice.” http://www.
cityprojectca.org/blog/archives/43641.
6 The City Project, “US Army Corps of Engineers Best Practice for Revitalizing LA River for All.” http://www.
cityprojectca.org/blog/archives/41580.
7  Gerald Torres and Robert Garcia, “Impact of Carbon Pricing Schemes on Environmental Justice Communities.” http://
www.cityprojectca.org/blog/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Torres-Garcia-Pricing-Justice-20160727-1.pdf.
8  Ibid.

Intense rains followed by lasting draught have become 
the new normal in Nicaragua and other developing 
nations. Credit: Samuel García 

http://www.cityprojectca.org/blog/archives/43641
http://www.cityprojectca.org/blog/archives/43641
http://www.cityprojectca.org/blog/archives/41580
http://www.cityprojectca.org/blog/archives/41580
http://www.cityprojectca.org/blog/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Torres-Garcia-Pricing-Justice-20160727-1.pdf
http://www.cityprojectca.org/blog/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Torres-Garcia-Pricing-Justice-20160727-1.pdf
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Environmental 
justice concerns 
may arise 
from impacts 
on the natural 
and physical 
environment, such 
as human health or 
ecological impacts 
on minority 
populations, 
low-income 
populations, and 
Indian tribes, 
or from related 
social or economic 
impacts.
     – Executive Order 
12898 - Federal 
Actions to Address 
Environmental Justice 
in Minority Populations 
and Low-Income 
Populations

In 2004 the suit settled for $2 billion, and a court order instructed the city to fix the 
broken sewage system and develop parks and water projects to improve water quality 
and quality of life.9  In 2009 the community agreed to continue working voluntarily 
with the Odor Advisory Board, The City Project, an independent expert, and the city 
itself to continue working to eliminate sewage odors and improve quality of life for 
all.10

The lawsuit set an important precedent for several reasons. First, it was the first 
time the Clean Water Act had been applied to address sewage odors separately from 
sewage spills, lending legitimacy to similar movements where odor alone causes 
undue environmental burden. 

Next, the Los Angeles sewage system is one of the largest systems in the nation. As 
such, the sewer clean-up and greening plan serves as a best practice for other cities 
around the world. 

Lastly, the lawsuit bore witness to invaluable collaboration between civil rights 
attorneys, the city, the EPA, the state water board, and mainstream environmental 
organizations. This collaboration was vital to both the courtroom victory and the 
voluntary partnership years later.11  Collaboration works.

Like the historic clean water sewer lawsuit, the fight to revitalize the Los Angeles 
River is an important step in the region’s long struggle for climate and water 
justice. In researching and planning the revitalization of the River, the United States 
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) relied on The City Project’s documentation 
of disparities in access to green space and recreational opportunities along the 
River. USACE also cited Executive Order 12898, which directs federal agencies 
to “develop environmental justice strategies to help Federal agencies identify 
and address disproportionately high and adverse human health or environmental 
effects of their programs, policies, and activities on minority and low-income 
populations. Environmental justice concerns may arise from impacts on the natural 
and physical environment, such as human health or ecological impacts on minority 
populations, low-income populations, and Indian tribes, or from related social or 
economic impacts.”12 As such, USACE’s work is a best practice in that it analyzes 
the environmental, health, social justice, and economic impacts of revitalization; 
recognizes that disparities in access to green space contribute to health disparities; 
and directs agencies to consider environmental justice laws and principles to diminish 
disparate impacts on low-income communities and communities of color.13

Of course, the struggle continues. The USACE must consider displacement and 
gentrification in its plan. It must require recipients of USACE funding to abide by 
national environmental justice and civil rights laws and standards. Nonetheless, the 
revitalization plan again demonstrates important steps are being made to address 
historic environmental water-related disparities in Los Angeles.14

9  The City Project, “Using Clean Water Act to Stop Sewer Odors in Baldwin Hills and South Central Los Angeles.” 
http://www.cityprojectca.org/blog/archives/6311.
10  Ibid.
11  Ibid.
12 Executive Order 12898. http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/fair_housing_equal_opp/
FHLaws/EXO12898.
13  The City Project, “US Army Corps of Engineers Best Practice for Revitalizing LA River for All.” http://www.
cityprojectca.org/blog/archives/41580.
14 Ibid.

http://www.cityprojectca.org/blog/archives/6311
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/fair_housing_equal_opp/FHLaws/EXO12898
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/fair_housing_equal_opp/FHLaws/EXO12898
http://www.cityprojectca.org/blog/archives/41580
http://www.cityprojectca.org/blog/archives/41580


Anacostia Community Museum, Urban Waterways Newsletter, Issue 7, Fall 2016 18

Environmental 
policy that 
ignores the 
disproportionate 
environmental 
burdens on 
people of color 
and low-income 
people is 
incomplete and 
insufficient.

The fight for water justice extends to the sea. Opulent communities like Malibu have 
long attempted to cut off communal rights to reach the beach. They have employed 
security guards, bulldozers, and phony “Private Property” and “No Camping” signs 
to keep visitors away. Thankfully, a bill to amend the California Coastal Act that 
explicitly includes environmental justice provisions is pending Governor Jerry Brown’s 
signature.  The bill reemphasizes low-income and minority citizens’ rights to enjoy the 
coast - and to the peoples’ right to a free beach.15  

The stakes of addressing environmental justice issues have never been higher. As the 
New York Times explains, drought is California’s new normal. Governor Brown in May 
issued an executive order to indefinitely continue emergency drought regulations.16  
President Obama in September acknowledged that “his efforts to slow the warming 
of the planet will be the most consequential legacy of his presidency” due to climate 
change’s “terrifying” trends.17  Policy makers must act quickly to mitigate future 
contributions to climate change and to adapt to now-inevitable consequences of 
existing climate change. Environmental policy that ignores the disproportionate 
environmental burdens on people of color and low-income people is incomplete and 
insufficient. Climate is an issue of conservation, and it is also an issue of morality, 
human rights, civil rights, health, and economics. These aspects of climate policy must 
be given the consideration they deserve.

15  For more, see The City Project, “Free the Beach!” http://www.cityprojectca.org/free-the-beach.
16  Ian Lovett, “California Braces for Unending Drought.” The New York Times. 
17  Julie Hirschfeld Davis, Mark Landler, and Coral Davenport, “Obama on Climate Change:
The Trends Are ‘Terrifying.’” The New York Times.

The Great Wall of Los Angeles in the LA River. Los Angeles is an urban testament to the historical struggle for 
equitable access to clean water. Credit: Samuel Garcîa

http://www.cityprojectca.org/free-the-beach
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Katherine 
Antos joined 
the Anacostia 
Waterfront Trust 
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the Anacostia 
River under 
the Urban 
Waters Federal 
Partnership. 

Notes from the Urban Waters Partnership Anacostia Ambassador
Katherine Antos

One afternoon a couple years ago, I was running along the Anacostia Riverwalk Trail 
between the vast asphalt sea of parking lots surrounding RFK Stadium and a grass and 
wooded buffer along the river. A bald eagle caught my eye. I stopped to marvel as it 
scanned the turbid water for fish. 

A man approached. “Is it safe here?” he asked.

“Look at that bald eagle!” I responded.

Glancing up, he again asked, “Is it safe to be here?”

“Yeah.  I’m comfortable running alone.” 

“It just doesn’t seem right. Look at all this trash,” he insisted, gesturing at the parking 
lot and trail littered with broken glass and refuse. “This is not how we treat rivers 
where I’m from.” 

The exchange illustrates so much of what has been accomplished but also remaining 
obstacles for the river flowing through the nation’s capital. The eagles’ return is the 
result of the federal Endangered Species Act and local groups like Earth Conservation 
Corps who constructed nests along the Anacostia. The regional water utility DC 
Water’s Clean Rivers Project will reduce untreated sewage overflows into the 
Anacostia 81% by 2018 and 98% by 2023. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
District of Columbia and Maryland have established Total Maximum Daily Load 
cleanup plans to reduce pollution entering the Anacostia down to sustainable levels, 
and local jurisdictions boast some of the strongest programs in the country to control 
runoff and trash. The District is analyzing and developing a strategy to address toxic 
pollution in the river.

Challenges remain. Clean-up plans create important roadmaps for restoration, 
but implementation requires political will, public investment and innovative policy 
solutions, which necessitate support from the region’s residents. “Yet much of the 
Anacostia’s shoreline does not fully meet its legislated purpose to prevent pollution, 
preserve forests and natural scenery, and provide a playground system for residents 
of the District. A highway and freight line cut District neighborhoods off from the 
Anacostia. Wide swaths of parkland created by dredged river bottom and capped 
dumps are isolated, harbor contamination, and lack amenities, deterring public use. 
This undermines the public’s ability to access and therefore advocate for the river.”  

The Urban Waters Federal Partnership is one of the many entities supporting the 
goal of a healthy Anacostia surrounded by strong, resilient neighborhoods. Initiated 
in 2011, the Partnership entails 14 federal agencies and numerous state and local 
governments and community-based organizations working in 19 locations throughout 
the U.S. to restore waterways and revitalize urban communities. Each location 
features an Ambassador to facilitate coordination among organizations.
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With so many 
committed 
organizations, 
strong agencies, 
extensive public 
lands, and the 
underlying 
resilience of 
nature, the 
Anacostia can 
become an 
ecological and 
recreational 
treasure for the 
region.

Since becoming Ambassador in May, I have met with a vast array of partners working 
in and around the Anacostia, evaluated opportunities to leverage private capital 
to efforts to cleanup and reuse contaminated brownfields sites. I look forward to 
continuing efforts to connect citizens to the Anacostia, implement projects on federal 
lands that will measurably improve water quality, and increase the resilience of 
vulnerable populations in the watershed to climate change impacts.

With so many committed organizations, strong agencies, extensive public lands, 
and the underlying resilience of nature, the Anacostia can become an ecological and 
recreational treasure for the region. I am honored to be part of the effort to realize 
this dream.

Citizens share their dreams for the Anacostia on Park(ing) Day on September 16, 2016.
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New Community! Spartanburg, South Carolina
Katrina D. Lashley

On August 31, 2016, residents of the 
city of Spartanburg, South Carolina, 
officials from city, county, and state 
governments, representatives from 
the Environmental Justice movement, 
EPA, White House, industry and 
technological fields, and students 
from a local STEM academy, gathered 
for a series of events to celebrate 
the White House Clean Energy 
Savings for All Summit. The day 
was a significant step forward in the 
development of three contiguous 
sites - the former Arkwright Dump, 
the former International Mineral 
and Chemical Corporation (IMC), 
and the former North Street Dump 
and Arkwright Mill sites, all together 
87 acres just outside the city of 
Spartanburg. 

Twenty years ago, such celebration 
in that particular area of the 
communities of Arkwright and Forest 
Park, once known as “Devil’s Triangle,” 
would have seemed unlikely. The 
communities lie within Spartanburg 
County and just outside the city of 
Spartanburg. Founded in the 18th 

century, the city gained the moniker of “Hub City” in the late 19th century due to 
its role as a transportation hub with seven railroad lines extending from the city like 
the spokes of a wheel. The presence of forty mills shaped its character as a mill town 
dominated by mill owners and shaped the foundations of one of the communities 
which have been undergoing a revitalization over the past twenty years.

Founded as a mill village, Arkwright was inhabited by white mill workers whose low 
pay allowed for only one option in terms of housing, that provided by the mill owners. 
Rent was subtracted from workers’ salaries along with any sums they owed the 
company store. With the passage of time, white mill workers moved out, and African-
Americans moved in, fixing up the old mill housing. The bordering middle-class African 
American community of Forest Park was the center of commerce for the area’s African 
American residents, a place where members of the middle class built homes and a 
thriving community.

With the passage of time, the communities suffered the effects of Urban Renewal, 
including the loss of the 2.5 miles of black-owned businesses along South Liberty

Fairforest Creek, Spartanburg, South Carolina 
Courtesy of Jameson Jenkins

The White House Clean Energy Savings For All Summit, 
August 31st 2016, students from the Bridge Tech STEM 
program present the Image Robot they built as part of 
their program. Courtesy of Jameson Jenkins
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The first 
steps toward 
revitalization 
took place 
when State 
Representative 
Harold Mitchell 
decided to 
follow the 
advice of Pastor 
J.D. Jakes 
“Start at your 
own front door.” 

Street. Arkwright, while home 
to a close-knit community, 
suffered the impacts of poverty, 
a lack of respect from outsiders, 
and the attitude it was merely 
a dumping ground for various 
entities. The first steps toward 
revitalization took place when 
State Representative Harold 
Mitchell decided to follow the 
advice of Pastor J.D. Jakes “Start 
at your own front door.” Harold 
grew up in the shadow of the 
IMC Fertilizer plant.  On some 
maps, his family home was 
considered part of the property.  Growing up, the sound of trucks rolling past was 
part of the everyday. Equally routine to the close-knit community of six families, were 
the rumbling of dynamite blasts, the replacement of screen doors every summer, the 
painting or replacement of eroded cars (at no cost to residents), knowing when to 
wash and hang laundry, the chemical smells in the air, and the deaths of family and 
neighbors, including the death of his sister as an infant.

By the mid-nineties, Harold was sick and undergoing treatment for an illness his 
doctors couldn’t diagnose. After attending a funeral, he was inspired by the minister’s 
sermon and started thinking about his own mortality. What had he done to make 
an imprint? Later that night, he heard Pastor Jake’s sermon on stewardship and 
man’s failure to live up to his responsibilities.  Several times Pastor Jake mentioned 
the possibility of “ReGenesis.” The key, the Pastor explained, was to start with what 
was in front of you. The next day, Harold woke up, walked outside, and looked at 
the plant across the street which had ceased operation in 1986 and thought of the 
times his mother had taken blankets to women, who had been assaulted, as they 
waited for the police. The unsecured facility had become a source of crime.  It was 
his effort to get the county to erect a secure fence around the property that led him 
to the Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC). “I was coming for 
one thing at the local environmental office and found out that it was the Freedom 
of Information they thought I was coming to review and [they] gave me the stack of 
folders at the front desk and I didn’t know what I was doing.  I tried to pretend I did. 
They sent me to review in their conference room and I started to see all of the things 
that were contradictions of what I knew at the facility.” He wondered if what he was 
finding was somehow connected to his health problems. Of particular interest to him 
was his sister, whose death had been explained by his parents as connected to her 
breathing. Looking for a more concrete explanation, he took the information he had 
to a coroner in the next county.  The explanation he received connected his sister’s 
illness and death to the material being emitted across the street from the family home 
and mirrored the death of one of his cousins.  Harold started talking to his neighbors 
and residents on surrounding streets, documenting deaths from various forms of 
cancer, miscarriages, and respiratory issues. Harold was also intrigued by information 
in the files referring to the cessation of operation at the plant as a “Clean Closure.” In 
his exploration of the plant, he found collapsed walls and piled-up fertilizer; crawling

      State Representative Harold Mitchell, explains the various     
      features of an aerial image of what was once known as  
      “Devil’s Triangle”.  Courtesy of Jameson Jenkins
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When he finally 

started talking 

to people, he 

was met by 

resistance. Why 

was he asking 

questions?  

The plant 

had provided 

a lot for the 

community. He 

needed to leave 

things alone.  

under the foundations of the building, he discovered furnace dust lined up under floor 
beams. Harold started to compile all of the information he could gather but initially 
kept what he found to himself.  When he finally started talking to people, he was met 
by resistance. Why was he asking questions?  The plant had provided a lot for the 
community. He needed to leave things alone. A late night knock on his door followed 
by subsequent meetings provided Harold with a plan of action which included 
contacting the EPA.

The subsequent EPA 
investigation of the site 
led to an understanding 
not only of the full extent 
of the damage being done 
to the communities but, 
more importantly, to the 
organization of residents 
to address the major, inter-
related issues affecting their 
lives. The EPA investigation 
and initial clean-up attempts 
led to the identification 
of 72 contaminants, 35 at 

three times above maximum contamination levels, the discovery of Sulphur deposits 
dumped over a fence, and an acid plant that had been buried at the property less than 
100 feet from Fairforest Creek which runs through the city.  The investigation also 
led to the “discovery” of the 30-acre Arkwright Dump which had operated from 1958 
to 1972, yet was not officially recognized by the city or the county. The dump was an 
open-air gully used by “everyone,” including the local hospital whose waste included 
syringes and human tissue. Overlooking the creek, it was a major source of pollution, 
with contaminants flowing directly into the water during major rainfalls.

At the start of the ReGenesis movement, residents were faced with an abandoned 
fertilizer plant which included a wood structure, storage tanks of bulk oil sludge, and 
a field of sulphur that was overgrown with kudzu during the winter - and a thirty-acre 
dump site no one was willing to claim responsibility for. Matters were complicated 
by tensions between the community and the active chemical plant, then owned by 
Rhodia.  The facility, located in close proximity to its Arkwright neighbors, now faced 
angry residents who wanted them to cease operation.

The first steps were to inform and organize the various community members. To 
achieve this, Harold relied on the guidance of community leaders, those who had 
played an active role in the civil rights movement and had the trust of residents. As 
Rodman Collins Tullis, a Spartanburg native, retired attorney and legal counsel for 
ReGenesis explains, the key was to recognize whose council to seek. “That doesn’t 
mean that’s the most educated person.  That doesn’t mean it’s the person with the 
most money.  Every community has leaders. People who are looked up to. Harold 
went house to house to these older people.  A lot of them worked in these plants in 
menial jobs, they lived in Arkwright, but they had clout. Clout doesn’t always come 
with money. You’ve had to have proven yourself somewhere down the line… he went

Arkwright Dump in the mid-nineties. Courtesy ReGenesis
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In preparations 
for meetings 
with external 
stakeholders, 
Harold was 
reminded of a 
piece of advice 
he’d been 
given, their 
communities 
needed to 
move beyond 
divisions of 
class and 
neighborhood 
allegiance to be 
organized and 
speak with one 
voice. 

and talked to a lot of these ministers… 
Harold will talk to everyone, he’s 
not going to take this one class of 
folks, he’s going to tell all the same 
thing. The narrative for this person 
is no different than the narrative for 
that person. That gives you a line of 
truth. The truth doesn’t change.”  The 
first few meetings were contentious 
as residents gathered to listen to 
the facts, started to share their 
experiences and realized how they 
had been impacted. As Tullis puts it - 

“They wanted blood.” Realizing people needed the chance to vent their frustrations, 
meeting organizers gave residents a chance to voice their opinion, but they were 
very aware of the importance of moving forward, finding solutions. In preparations 
for meetings with external stakeholders, Harold was reminded of a piece of advice 
he’d been given, their communities needed to move beyond divisions of class and 
neighborhood allegiance to be organized and speak with one voice. 

Understanding the importance of ensuring 
the community had realistic expectations 
for the future, ReGenesis leaders met with 
residents to explain each part of the long 
process of addressing the issues facing 
the IMC site and Arkwright Dump.  They 
understood the importance of tangible 
short-term goals and victories to keep belief 
in the possibility of change present. One 
of the first issues addressed was concerns 
regarding ground water in community wells. 
After identifying those in the community who 
were on wells, testing was conducted. 
After finding the same contaminants 
found in the landfill present in the wells, 
emergency hook-ups were organized. 
A referendum was held concerning the local fire station with its twenty-minute 
response time and resulted in a new station, equipment and training.  In order to 
keep momentum going, the community organized and helped to elect ReGenesis 
vice-chair Robert Reeder Sr. to the city council.  With each victory, residents saw how 
working together could gain results.  The growing political power of the communities 
was apparent in a question Senator Ernest Hollings posed to Harold. “You have 
the attention.  What do you want to do?”  The ReGenesis response was to tackle 
what Rodman Tullis describes as a four-headed coin - Healthcare, Crime, Housing, 
and Environment. The steps necessary to achieve success in these areas required 
collaboration between community representatives and external partners at the local, 
county, state, and federal levels. The ability to work with these new partners was 
grounded in the willingness to abstain from pointing fingers and placing blame and 
come to the same table in order to find a middle ground.

Harold Mitchell testifies before the Spartanburg city council in 
Spartanburg, South Carolina. Courtesy ReGenesis

               Rodman Collins Tullis, Spartanburg native and    
               ReGenesis counsel interviewed at his parents’ home  
               in Spartanburg, South Carolina. Courtesy of  
                Jameson Jenkins
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The community 
was kept 
informed of all 
aspects of the 
various tests 
and were able 
to bring in their 
own experts.

Such an approach proved successful in the community’s ongoing relationship with 
Solvay Chemical, then Rhodia (Solvay took over operation of the plant in 2011).  
Fearful of the impacts the facility could be having on the community, residents 
demanded the plant close. From the plant’s perspective, it was complying with 
regulations and posed no threat to the community. Facing an impasse, the three 
stake holders, ReGenesis, EPA and Rhodia agreed to a facilitated dialogue which, 
as facilitator Tim Fields explains, brings together the conflicting parties and a 
neutral facilitator who listens to all points of view and works to create a mechanism 
through which a dispute can be solved. The foundational role of the facilitator is to 
create a line of communication where there is none.  In the case of ReGenesis and 
Rhodia, a major concern of the community was possible health impacts in terms of 
air quality and groundwater. To address health concerns, both sides agreed to air 
quality monitoring and groundwater testing. The community was kept informed of all 
aspects of the various tests and were able to bring in their own experts. The sharing 
of all results and the proof that Rhodia was not a threat to the community’s health 
helped to lay a foundation of trust and open dialogue among the concerned parties, 
allowing for further collaboration in other areas of concern. The relationship with the 
plant, now Solvay, has continued for the last fifteen years. Plant representatives and 
residents meet every couple of months, and community members can reach out to 
plant manager Brad Balint with concerns. Balint looks forward to more qualitative 
engagement with the community similar to a program in which residents and plant 
employees took part in a community clean-up and luncheon. He sees the keys to 
on-going success as a direct line of communication between Solvay and its neighbors, 
ensuring agendas and goals are truly collaborative, and taking the time to listen 
carefully.

To date, ReGenesis has leveraged 
an initial $20,000 EPA grant into 
over $270 million in private and 
public investment. The revitalization 
plan’s accomplishments include: 
the development of more than 
500 affordable housing units, the 
establishment of a healthcare system 
with seven locations, the creation 
of a retail center, transportation 
improvements, the construction of 
a green recreational facility, and job 
training and career opportunities for 
community residents.  While there is 
excitement at the major steps taken 
toward the establishment of the 

Arkwright Solar Facility, an urban golf learning center, and a branch of The Bridge Tech 
STEM program, the improvement of the quality of life in both communities is also 
tied to Fairforest Creek which was diverted as part of remediation to contamination 
caused by run-off from the Arkwright Dump.  Clean-up efforts have been carried out 
by the Army Corps of Engineers, DHEC, and community residents and monitoring 
continues. The health of the creek dictates development practices, and it is tied to 
several projects throughout the city aimed at connecting communities via a series of 

Community resident and ReGenesis board member, Will Reeder, 
speaks at a tour of one of the ReGenesis Health Centers during the 
White House Clean Energy Savings for All Summit. Courtesy of 
Jameson Jenkins
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trails. There are plans to clear trails running through Arkwright and Forest Park to get 
people back into various parts of the communities and bridge physical and mental 
distances created over the years.

The holistic approach to the redevelopment of Arkwright and Forest Park, the 
understanding the environmental challenges were connected to other social, health 
and economic issues, necessitated a community-led collaborative approach which 
included an assortment of internal and external collaborators who continue to work 
toward a vision of the future set by the community itself.

For further information:

The ReGenesis Story
http://www.dscej.org/images/stories/HaroldMitchellTRIWebinarFinal.pdf

ReGenesis Healthcare
http://www.myrhc.org/

EPA Environmental Justice Collaborative Problem-Solving Model
https://www.epa.gov/communityhealth/environmental-justice-collaborative-
problem-solving-model

The Bridge Tech
http://www.thebridgetech.org/

http://www.dscej.org/images/stories/HaroldMitchellTRIWebinarFinal.pdf
http://www.myrhc.org/
http://
http://
http://www.thebridgetech.org/
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Noteworthy News

Community Forums
Climate Justice East of the River
Moderator - Ronda Chapman, Department of Energy and Environment
Panel - Kari Fulton, Empower DC-Kate Johnson, DOEE-Pastor Keith Kitchen,  Zion 
Baptist Church of Eastland Gardens-Harrison Newton, 100 Resilient Cities-Horus Plaza, 
Groundwork Anacostia River, DC- Katrenia Swinton, Groundwork Anacostia River, DC

On October 15, 2016, community members gathered at the museum to explore the 
impacts of climate change DC residents are experiencing, the efforts residents feel are 
important in protecting communities, and practical steps which should be taken to 
ensure all DC residents are provided with the information and resources they will need to 
prepare for, respond to, and recover from extreme weather events.

For the past two years, the city has been developing Climate Ready DC, which aims to 
ensure the city can prepare and adapt for climate change. The plan has identified actions 
to be taken in four distinct areas: Neighborhoods and Communities, Buildings and 
Development. Transportation and Utilities, and Government and Implementation.
  
One of the first aims of the discussion was to specify what Climate Change will mean for 
DC.  One major area of concern is heat emergencies, days when the heat index rises over 
95 degrees. On average, the city faces such emergencies twenty to thirty days during the 
summer. Looking toward the future, residents face a possible reality of entire summers of 
heat emergency days, rising concerns for the impact on public health in terms of heat-
related illnesses. Another major area of concern is rising sea levels. Over the past 80 
years, sea levels along the Anacostia and Potomac rivers have risen almost a foot.  The 
most critical issue facing the city is how will these changes impact the lives of people. 
Understanding the impacts of climate change will not be shared equally, the city focused 
on issues of sensitivity and adaptive capacity (having the resources and disposable 
income to deal with and recover from a disaster event). In mapping the city to determine 
which wards are the most vulnerable, wards 7 and 8 were found to have the largest 
number of vulnerable residents.  In addressing this reality, many of the actions in the plan 
are focused on recognizing the importance of community organizations and building the 
capacity of communities to build resilience themselves. 
 
The power of community organizations was present in a discussion on better outreach 
practices, more meaningful engagement, and the creation of partnerships.  The use of 
churches, community centers, and other recognized and trusted community groups as 
hubs of information and resources was echoed by many participants. In acknowledging 
issues of community mistrust when dealing with various government agencies and other 
stakeholders, the importance of a genuine, respectful inclusion of residents’ concerns and 
points of view from the very start was deemed essential. 

As the city moves forward with its preparations for its response to the impacts of climate 
change, the ability of the most vulnerable communities to build resiliency from within 
and without is deeply rooted to an honest, holistic approach and understanding of the 
roots of climate justice (and its connection to larger issues of justice and inequality), 
a respect for and inclusion of the experiences and concerns of those most impacted 
in all aspects of planning and implementation, and efforts at educating and preparing 
community youth for roles as advocates for their communities.
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Groundwork Anacostia River, DC
On October 29, 2016, Dennis Chestnut, Executive Director of Groundwork Anacostia 
River, DC, and Horus Plaza, a member of the organization’s Green Team, led 
community members in a discussion of the organization’s work, particularly its annual 
summer trip, and the impact its efforts can have on communities east of the river.

Dennis started the morning’s discussion with a question.  Why do we do this?  Part 
of the answer lies in some of his experiences as the only person of color at meetings 
and events when he first started in the field of environmental advocacy and education 
and the continued challenges of diversifying the “Green Insiders Club.” Citing the 
Taylor Report, released in 2014, which highlighted the lack of diversity in mainstream 
environmental groups, Dennis emphasized the focus of Groundwork Anacostia River, 
DC is to empower the youth in communities along the Anacostia. While the group 
works to restore is the river’s health, its ultimate goal is to mentor the next generation 
of “natural leaders” who will take advantage of the natural resource at their front and 
back doors. One of the most important steps is to expose participants to as much 
as possible. It is one thing to talk and hear about the health of the stream, but it’s 
another thing to stand in it, witness the challenges it faces, and be moved to act.
 
The importance of moving beyond the boundaries of one’s daily experiences and 
being moved to take action is reflected in Groundwork’s summer program which 
allows members of the Green Team to participate in Service Learning in three National 
Parks:  Shenandoah, Yellowstone, and the Grand Canyon. By participating in the 
program, students support the work of the NPS, whether it is being part of a Fire 
Petrol, erecting 35 miles of Bumper Logs, conducting dragon fly larvae sampling, 
helping in the preparations for the 100th anniversary of the National Park Service, or 
participating in a youth summit. Such experiences provide students with a competitive 
set of skills, expand their definitions of the world and their places in it, and open paths 
of opportunity previously unknown to them. Several youths who were members of 
the Green Team are now Park Rangers, having taken advantage of the various careers 
of land management now available, as a generation of public servants look toward 
retirement.

Horus Plaza, a member of the Watershed Protection Team, aspires to follow in their 
footsteps. A tenth grader at the SEED school of Washington, DC, he grew up engaged 
in the outdoors. Horus has visited several national parks and enjoys working with 
those who haven’t had the chance to experience the outdoors. His experiences, he 
explained to the audience, have changed the way in which he views the world and 
have made him a better person.

The idea of a change of perspective features in the program’s annual trips to National 
Parks.  Dennis pointed to the iconic nature of such places, the transformative 
power they can have in the lives of participants, including the provision of a frame 
of reference through which students can gain an understanding of their own 
communities and the challenges facing residents. Ultimately, Groundwork Anacostia 
River, DC’s programming aims to approach the challenges facing the Anacostia and its 
communities from a holistic perspective. 
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Noteworthy News

NOW RECRUITING!

Climate Justice East of the River
The Department of Energy and Environment (DOEE) is the leading authority 
on energy and environmental issues affecting the District of Columbia. Using 
a combination of regulations, outreach, education, and incentives, our agency 
administers programs and services to fulfill our mission. We work collaboratively 
with other government agencies, residents, businesses, and institutions to promote 
environmentally responsible behavior that will lead to a more sustainable urban 
environment.

DOEE’s Urban Sustainability Administration is excited to announce the launch of 
Sustainable DC Volunteers! Sustainable DC Volunteers is a new program for people 
seeking to get involved with hands-on sustainability-themed volunteer opportunities 
in the District!

If you’re looking to get your hands dirty, please complete this short form with your 
contact info and you’ll be added to the listserv for this new program!

Through biweekly e-mails, Sustainable DC Volunteers will connect you to a wide 
range of environmental volunteer opportunities such as participating in community 
cleanups, helping to plant and care for trees, removing invasive plants, all while 
meeting new friends and having fun! For the most part, Sustainable DC Volunteers 
won’t be hosting its own events, but rather partnering with non-profit partners and 
helping connect volunteers to their events.

Sign up for the Sustainable DC Newsletter to learn more! 

http://doee.dc.gov/
http://www.sustainabledc.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSemC-b9Si-ZViO5UpzOcrxiUaOlot_JR3xp7cPu2AjBAAPLQg/viewform?c=0&w=1 
http://www.sustainabledc.org/signup/
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Noteworthy News
URBAN ECOLOGY ENGAGEMENT INITIATIVE: Making the connection
Tony Thomas

Summer Session 2016 began with a 
new group of 8th grade students, raising 
the number of UPO out of school time 
participants to 24. Once again, the 
emphasis of the program was to translate 
the science, to highlight how it has an 
impact on all aspects of the human 
experience.

Using road and topographical maps, the 
session began with map and location skill 
activities - acquainting students with how 
to use maps and compasses to determine 
location. The first activity was to list the ways you can identify your home location. 
This introduction included: legends, scales, compass rose, latitude/longitude and 
measuring the distance between two selected points.

These skills were put into practice on a fieldtrip to Lower Beaverdam Creek where 
students assessed their determining location and how far they were from the 
confluence with the main basin. Students also identified the components of a 
riverbed: bed, banks (measuring the slope of the bank), flood plain, riparian buffer and 
its components. Seasonally, students will gather data on how the site documentation 
data influences the quality of the water and the condition of the streambed. The 
impacts of tides and trees will be the next additions to the fall 2016 curriculum.

The next fieldtrip was to Sandy Spring, MD, which is, still, a large Quaker community 
and was a major depot on the Underground Railroad. A tour of the community by an 
official park guide began to awaken the understanding of the experience of someone 
fleeing slavery.  Sparking the discussion was the question, ‘If it took this bus 50 
minutes to travel 43 miles how long would it take you to walk, barefoot, that same 
distance as you wade in and out of the stream?’ 

In another activity, students were made aware of the diversity necessary to maintain a 
healthy habitat. Bio-Diversity was introduced through an engagement with BioCubes, 
an activity where one analyzes the life found within a one-foot cube from the location 
of your selection.  

Group research projects were presented in August before a panel of judges who 
provided a critique sheet the groups will use to edit and ready their projects for 
presentations to three entities between January and May 2017: a political body; a 
house of worship and to any community group of their choice. 

     UEEI students at the only memorialized headwater     
     site in the Anacostia Watershed – Sandy Spring, 
     MD. Courtesy Tony Thomas
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Noteworthy News
Urban Waters National Training Workshop
July 26 - July 28, 2016, Arlington VA

This past July, Urban Waterways team members attended the Urban Waters National 
Workshop.  In 2011, the Urban Waters Federal Partnership was established to 
reconnect urban communities, especially those that are economically distressed, to 
their waterways. Several of the major aims are to break down the existing silos in 
federal programs to create a more efficient use of federal resources, engage and serve 
community partners, and work with local officials and community organizations to 
leverage area resources.

Partnership Principles:
- Promote Clean Urban Waters
- Reconnect people to their waterways
- Water conservation
- Use urban water systems to promote economic revitalization and prosperity
- Encourage community improvement though active partnerships
- Transparency with communities
- Focus on measuring results and evaluation to support future efforts and success

Over the course of three days, workshop participants attended sessions which 
explored effectively building public and private partnerships, addressing Public Health 
Challenges, defining Environmental Justice, engaging youth, and building broader, 
more diverse coalitions.

Urban Ecology Engagement Initiative coordinator Tony Thomas attended with several 
UEEI participants who took part in an Emerging Youth Leaders Session. Present 
also was long-term Urban Waterways collaborator Dennis Chestnut of Groundwork 
Anacostia River, DC and several of his students.
Urban Waterways Research Specialist Katrina Lashley was part of a plenary: Authentic 
Community Engagement which highlighted various community collaborative projects 
in Atlanta, DC, and New York.

For further information:

Urban Waters Federal Partnership
https://www.epa.gov/urbanwaterspartners

Urban Waters Workshop 2016
https://www.epa.gov/urbanwaterspartners/urban-waters-workshop

Urban Waters Workshop 2016 Presentations
http://urbanwaters.skeo.com/

https://www.epa.gov/urbanwaterspartners
https://www.epa.gov/urbanwaterspartners/urban-waters-workshop
http://urbanwaters.skeo.com/
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Noteworthy News

Take Action Comics: The City Project
The City Project presents Take Action Comics: The City Project by Samuel García, 
Stanford ’18. Check out the complete comic book here.

http://www.cityprojectca.org/pdf/Take%20Action%20Comics%20The%20City%20Project%202015.pdf
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Noteworthy News
‘Bridging the Americas’ in Panama! 

From August 16-21, 2016 the panels from the exhibition Bridging the Americas were 
on display as part of the XII Feria del Libro (Panamanian Book Fair). The exhibition 
occupied one entire hallway of the Atlapa Convention Center. With well over 100,000 
attending, it has been estimated that one in every 38 Panamanians attended the fair.

Entrance to the Panamanian Book Fair. 
Courtesy of Ariana Curtis, Ph.D., 
Smithsonian Anacostia Community Museum

Exhibit spanning the entire length of the 
hallway. Courtesy of Ariana Curtis, Ph.D.,
Smithsonian Anacostia Community Museum

Visitors viewing the exhibit.
Courtesy of Ariana Curtis, Ph.D. , 
Smithsonian Anacostia Community Museum
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Noteworthy News
ACM’s Community Appreciation Days

November 15, 2016, marked the second in a series of a new Anacostia
Community Museum program initiative called “Community Appreciation Days.” These 
are special designated days on the museum programming calendar where the museum 
recognizes people and agencies within surrounding communities for their service.  
One of the main objectives of this new initiative is to promote neighborhood goodwill 
and also act as an engine for positive civic engagement. In October, the museum 
recognized fire and rescue personnel and was visited by a local fire battalion team.  

Pictured are members of the 
U.S. Coast Guard visiting us for 
a community appreciation day 
recognizing members of the 
armed forces.  

left-to-right. ACM’s Claudia 
Watts, SK1 Ronnie Mills, YN2 
Heather Dunaway, LCDR Sarah 
Rousseau, YN1 Jeremiah Manter, 
SK2 Tim Warumzer, and ACM’s 
Paul Perry. Courtesy Paul Perry
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Noteworthy News
ACM Honored!

On Thursday, November 17th Education 
Programs Coordinator Tony Thomas 
accepted the prestigious Benny Golson 
Jazz Master Award on behalf of the 
museum at the Howard University Jazz 
Ensemble’s fall concert held in the historic 
Andrew Rankin Memorial Chapel on the 
main campus of Howard University. 

This concert also featured Howard 
University’s award winning vocal 
ensemble “AFRO BLUE”. Anacostia Community Museum staff at 

the awards ceremony.

Tony Thomas holding the Benny Goodman 
Jazz Master Award.
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Noteworthy News
New Exhibit!

Image from Gateways/Portales exhibition. 
Courtesy of Paul Perry, Smithsonian Anacostia 
Community Museum

 

Curator: Ariana A. Curtis  CurtisA@si.edu 
 

 

Gateways/Portales 
December 5, 2016 – August 6, 2017 

 
Gateway: any entrance or passage that may be opened and closed 

 
 

Latinxs are the largest and one of the most diverse racial/ethnic 
minorities in the country. As a result of Latinx population 
growth, U.S. cities all over the country are experiencing a 
cultural shift. What does it mean for Latinx migrants and 
immigrants to make a home in a U.S. city?  
 
Both struggle and triumph.  
 
Contemporary community life for Latinxs includes anti-
immigrant sentiment, fights for educational access, and 
discrimination but also solidarity, economic roots, creative 
expressions of identity, political representation, and 
celebration.  
 
This bilingual (English/Spanish) exhibition explores the 
experiences of Latinx immigrants and migrants in four 
important but less-recognized metro areas:  
 
 Washington, D.C 
 Baltimore, MD 
 Charlotte, NC 
 Raleigh-Durham, NC 
 
As a city whose population was formerly majority Black, 
Washington, DC proper, and by extension its suburbs, make it 
an atypical receiving settlement for Latinx immigrants and 
migrants. Baltimore, MD, another Black majority city, has 
experienced overall population decline, but also a sharp 
increase in Latinx populations, prompted by mayoral invitation 
and outreach. Finally, urban centers in the U.S. Southeast have 

experienced "Hispanic Hypergrowth," meaning that the rapid growth in the number of Latinx residents has 
outpaced that of other U.S. cities.  
 
The urban U.S. is changing racially, economically, politically, and culturally. 
 
Through the gateways of social justice, community access, and public festivals, this exhibition explores the 
experiences of Latinx migrants and immigrants in four U.S. urban areas.  
 
 

Hispanics, The New Italians, 2015 
Rosalia Torres-Weiner 

Charlotte, NC 
 

Courtesy of Cindy and Randy Rice 
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Contributors

Katherine Antos joined the Anacostia Waterfront Trust in 2016 as the Ambassador for 
the Anacostia River under the Urban Waters Federal Partnership. Previously, Katherine 
worked at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Chesapeake Bay Program Office 
overseeing the development and implementation of federal, state and local strategies to 
improve water quality under the Chesapeake Bay Total Maximum Daily Load. Katherine 
holds a Master’s degree in City Planning from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
and a BA in Environmental Studies from Brown University. She lives in the Washington, 
D.C. just blocks from the Anacostia with her husband, son and daughter and enjoys 
rowing, running and biking along the river.

Ronda Chapman is a native of the Washington, DC area. Her current work focuses on 
workplace diversity, community engagement and social equity programming and policy 
development. She has been an active outdoor enthusiast and environmental steward for 
all of her adult life. 

Samuel David García is a junior at Stanford University. He spent the summer working on 
community climate change adaptation plans with blueEnergy in Bluefields, Nicaragua with 
funding from a Stanford Monica Miller Walsh Grant. He writes and shoots pictures for 
The City Project.

Katrina Lashley is a Research Specialist at the Anacostia Community Museum. She 
received her B.A. in English Literature and Italian at Rutgers University. In 2011 she 
completed a Master’s History (Public History track) at American University with a focus 
on the British Caribbean.  Katrina has worked on projects for the National Museum of 
American History and Arlington House.  In addition to her public history work, Lashley 
was a teacher of English Literature and Language for twelve years.

Jeremy Orr is an attorney and Detroit, MI native who works as the Environmental 
Justice Coordinator for the Transnational Environmental Law Clinic at Wayne State 
University Law School in Detroit. Prior to joining Wayne Law, Jeremy was the 
Executive Director of the Mid-Michigan Environmental Action Council where he led 
regional efforts to improve environmental and public health through river protection 
and restoration, stream monitoring, and storm water management. Additionally, 
Jeremy spent three years as a Community Organizer with the Gamaliel Foundation 
where he organized churches around numerous social justice issues including the 
cleanup of a PCB-contaminated landfill. In his current role, Jeremy also serves as the 
Coordinator for the Michigan Environmental Justice Coalition –a statewide coalition 
of nonprofit organizations, academic institutions, and individuals advocating for 
state and federal environmental justice laws and policies. Jeremy is a graduate of 
Michigan State University and the Michigan State University College of Law. Jeremy 
is a member of the American Bar Association’s Civil Rights and Social Justice section 
where he sits on the Environmental Justice committee.
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Contributors

Hyon Rah is a hybrid designer-engineer who has worked around the world, integrating 
sustainable design, energy efficiency, water management, and equitable development 
Hyon received her Master of Architecture degree from the University of Michigan 
in Ann Arbor, and a Master of Science in Water Management and Hydroinformatics 
through the European Commission’s EuroAquae Programme, a consortium of five EU-
based universities. Hyon serves as Executive Director of Anchor Coalition – Securing 
Water and Energy for Our Communities, a DC-based non-profit organization and a 
Project of The Ocean Foundation.

Oday Salim is a Senior Attorney at the Great Lakes Environmental Law Center in 
Detroit, Michigan. Previously, Oday was a Staff Attorney with the University of 
Pittsburgh School of Law’s Environmental Law Clinic. Oday received his law degree 
from Wayne State University Law School in Detroit where he participated in the Pace 
Environmental Law moot court competition. Oday also obtained his Masters of Law 
degree in environmental and natural resources law from Lewis & Clark Law School in 
Portland, Oregon, with a thesis on watershed-based storm water permitting. While 
at Lewis & Clark, Oday served as a law clerk for the Pacific Environmental Advocacy 
Center focusing on hazardous waste and urban water pollution and worked with the 
Northwest Environmental Defense Center in Portland on coastal development issues 
and state regulation of hazardous air pollution. Oday has taught courses in utility 
law and oil & gas law. Much of his work has focused on improving access to justice 
for vulnerable communities with regard to issues of environment, energy, food, and 
zoning.

Tony Thomas is the Education Programs Coordinator at Smithsonian Anacostia 
Communtiy Museum


