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Introduction: Reclaiming the Edge
“…the most pleasant and healthful place in all this country…” - Henry Fleet
Gail S. Lowe, PhD, Senior Historian

The Washington metropolitan area is fortunate to have many streams and rivers. 
Two of the most prominent rivers surround and define Washington, DC, the nation’s 
capital: The Potomac on the west side of the city is well-known and highly regarded 
as a major natural resource, often mentioned in tourist descriptions of Washington. 
On the east side of the city is the Anacostia (known historically as the Eastern 
Branch of the Potomac), also a major natural resource flowing from the Maryland 
suburbs through much of the nation’s capital. Its watershed is home to over 2.4 
million residents. 

At the start of the 17th century, Captain John Smith, the famed explorer of the 
Chesapeake region, reported American Indian warehouses brimming with corn 
and other staples. Beaver pelts and forestry products were among the first items 
extracted from the Anacostia River region for major European markets. Until the 
early 1800s, the Anacostia River, with a depth of forty feet, was a highway of 
commerce. Ocean-going vessels transported hogsheads of tobacco directly from 
Bladensburg on the Anacostia to London on the Thames. In the 19th century, 
the growth and development of the Washington Navy Yard as a shipbuilding and 
national defense center was largely the result of the yard’s favorable location on the 
Anacostia at a time when the river was deep enough to handle warship construction. 
Historically, private industry and military installations along the Anacostia River have 
been employers in the District for many years.

In many ways, the Anacostia 
River has been the poster 
child for urban waterways 
and their associated 
populations that have been 
neglected, forgotten, and 
environmentally mistreated. 
In recent decades, residents 
have begun to take on a more 
active role as stewards of 
the Anacostia, because the 
river and its watershed are 
among the most important 
tributaries to the Potomac 
and to the Chesapeake 
Bay. Locally, in the District 
of Columbia, Maryland, and 
Virginia, ordinary residents,  
along with advocacy groups, governmental agencies, and other stakeholders, 
are reaching out to neighborhoods and organizing to clean up urban rivers and 
streams. These communities strive to achieve the goals of swimmable, fishable, and 
sustainable waterways for their cities and citizens, goals common to urban situations 
everywhere. 

Dr. Lowe was the

co-curator of the

exhibition Reclaiming

the Edge: Urban

Waterways and Civic

Engagement and the

historian and project

manager for the Urban

Waterways initiative

The Pepco stacks seen from the Anacostia River, 2013 
Yellow Cat Productions, Inc
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Restoration efforts on the Anacostia River have been piecemeal so far without 
a coordinating authority with resources and legal strength to prioritize actions 
across political boundaries. Many of the river’s toxics (chemicals, poisons, and 
other pollutants) are “fixed” in the streambed of the Anacostia River; they are part 
of the river soil and cannot be easily removed from the river and its waters. The 
Environmental Protection Agency alone cannot compel cities and companies to clean 
up “legacy toxics.” Successful clean up of legacy toxics will require broad-based 
community efforts and continuing scientific research.  Money is a central ingredient 
in moving from vision to reality in creating a clean Anacostia River. Local resources 
are insufficient to cover the cost of complete cleanup. The bill to clean up the 
Anacostia over a 15-year period has been estimated at about $115 million annually. 
Using the US Navy’s estimates, cleaning up the Anacostia River by 2027 will amount 
to a little more than $1 billion.

Many actions are taking place on the river right now to make us anticipate a brighter 
future for the Anacostia, which is increasingly becoming a test laboratory for green 
science and green initiatives. Following an executive order by President Barack 
Obama, the EPA is promoting green infrastructure techniques such as rain gardens, 
green roofs, and vegetated swales. Permeable pavements and massive tree plantings 
in the watershed absorb stormwater runoff. As the Anacostia River becomes cleaner, 
it will attract thousands of people to its new bike trail and to the various river trails 
that already exist in the watershed.

As Washington continues to attract a growing middle class community, it will 
develop new areas of habitat, boating, and recreation along the Anacostia River. 
The construction of the Yards Park and the development of several condominium 
projects along the Anacostia are examples of the District’s commitment to fostering 
recreation and urban growth along the river. The keystone of urban development, the 
District believes, is a new recreational area with walkways, boat landings, community 
gathering places, and swimming areas.

As early as 1961 the National 
Capital Planning Commission 
envisioned a plan for waterfront 
development that would peel 
away dilapidated sites to provide 
trails and boating access to the 
river. NCPC’s legacy plan called 
for “a continuous band of open 
space from Georgetown to the 
National Arboretum with a mix 
of festival uses, monuments, and 
public spaces.” Since that time, 
the District has championed 
access to the water as part of 
its sustainability vision. Mayor 
Anthony Williams brought 
stakeholders together to 

implement a broad vision for revitalization and new use of the Anacostia riverfront 
on both sides of the river. The resulting Anacostia Waterfront Initiative continues to 
become reality along the river’s edge.

In recent decades, 
residents have 
begun to take 
on a more active 
role as stewards 
of the Anacostia, 
because the river 
and its watershed 
are among the 
most important 
tributaries to the 
Potomac and to 
the Chesapeake 
Bay.

Two worlds meet along the Pennsylvania Ave. Bridge, 2013 
Yellow Cat Productions, Inc
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Green Streets in the Anacostia Watershed
Dana Dunmire Minerva

The Problem 
If the Anacostia River and its branches and creeks were polluted by a few 
factories discharging pollution through their pipes, they would be a lot easier 
to clean up. Instead, the number one problem for the watershed is polluted 
runoff after rainstorms or “stormwater.”  Mother Nature intended for rain to 
slowly seep into the ground of her forests and meadows and be filtered.  But in 
most urban and suburban watersheds, streets, highways, parking lots and roofs 
were designed before people understood their impact on rivers and streams.  
Stormwater flows off the streets and other hard surfaces, carrying pollution 
directly into streams and rivers without any treatment, and flows over the land in 
such volumes that streams are often severely eroded. 

The Solution 
Fortunately, scientists have determined that it 
is possible to retrofit urban watersheds like the 
Anacostia by installing stormwater controls that 
work at lot like Mother Nature.  Called bioretention 
systems because they retain stormwater in 
specially constructed gardens, tree spaces, or 
planters, these systems allow stormwater to seep 
into the ground without allowing it to stand a long 
time and become a nuisance.  Not only do these 
systems filter and reduce stormwater volumes but 
they can beautify urban and suburban areas that 
may be lacking in green space or may have a lots of 
lawns but no garden areas.  This beautification can 
also raise property values. 

Highways and streets can be difficult places to install bioretention systems.  
There is often limited space in the right of way. Sidewalks, mature trees, sewer 
and water pipes and utility lines are often located close to these streets and can 
make digging to install special bioretention soils more difficult.  But installations 
along streets, often called green streets, can work.  The District of Columbia, 
Montgomery County, and Prince George’s County are working through the 
difficulties and installing beautiful green streets throughout the watershed to 
help the Anacostia and to enhance their communities 

Dana Dunmire 
Minerva is the 
Executive Director 
of the Anacostia 
Watershed Restoration 
Partnership, a public-
private partnership 
that includes business 
groups, environmental 
activists, federal, 
state and local 
environmental 
agencies, and others 
and is based in 
the Metropolitan 
Washington Council of 
Governments.

   Neighborhood Green Street,
   Prince George’s County, MD 
   Courtesy of Dana Minerva 

Neighborhood Green Street, 
Montgomery County, MD
Courtesy of Dana Minerva 

Business /Commercial Green Street, 
Washington, DC
Courtesy of Dana Minerva 
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What You Can Do to Help:
 
	 •		Let	friends	and	neighbors	know	about	the	effort	to	“green”	some	of	the		
     streets of the Anacostia watershed. 

						 •		If	a	local	government	official	proposes	to	green	your	street,	talk	
                it through—they won’t implement a project without notifying you   
     and working with you.  Remember: the project may involve the 
                temporary inconvenience of some construction or a reduction in the      
                paved area, but the result will be a beautiful project that will enhance  
                your neighborhood, clean your local streams, and could raise your 
                property values. 

	 •		If	a	green	street	is	installed	in	your	community,	keep	it	free	of	trash	and	
                yard debris. Let local officials know about any problems because they   
                are willing to work with you to solve them. 

Mother Nature 
intended for rain 
to slowly seep 
into the ground 
of her forests and 
meadows and be 
filtered.

Courtesy of Dana Minerva
of the Anacostia Watershed Restoration Partnership
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Louisville’s Waterfront Redevelopment: Waterfront Park
David Karem

Louisville Waterfront Park got its start in 1986, when the Waterfront 
Development Corporation (WDC) was created as a government non-profit 
corporation to oversee the development of Louisville’s downtown riverfront. 
This area, made up of heavy industry, sand & gravel companies and scrap yards, 
had been cut off from the city and public access for many years by an elevated 
interstate highway that lined the banks of the Ohio River.

WDC hosted a series 
of public forums to 
find out what the 
community wanted for 
its waterfront, and the 
overwhelming answer 
was green space. A 
search was held for a 
designer, and in 1990, 
an up-and-coming 
landscape architecture 
firm, Hargreaves 
Associates, was hired to 
develop the Waterfront 
Master Plan and design 

for Waterfront Park. (Since that time, HA has been responsible for such high 
profile projects as the public spaces for the Sydney and London Olympics, and 
San Francisco’s Crissy Field.) Plans for the 85-acre urban public space were 
approved in 1991. The Hargreaves park design connected the city with the river 
that is its reason for existing, sloping the land under the interstate down to the 
river to open up views, and pulling the park up under the interstate into the city 
grid to provide both visual and physical connections between the river, the park, 
and the urban core.   

Since that time, Waterfront Park has become a popular and well-used public 
space, hosting more than 1.5 million visitors each year for festivals, concerts, 
fireworks shows, charity walks, and other special events, as well as daily park 
enjoyment of the two playgrounds, picnic areas, walking and running trails, 
lawn areas, and tree groves. Daily users include folks from every corner of the 
community. The park is open, and used, 365 days per year.

A unique aspect of Louisville’s waterfront project is the way the development 
effort was structured. It is an unfortunate political reality that many projects 
of this magnitude fail because they can’t be accomplished within the length 
of a term of political office. As a long-term project (now in its 27th year), it 
was important to ensure that waterfront development had the independence 

David Karem has 
been president of the 
Louisville Waterfront 
Development 
Corporation since 
its inception in 

1986, which plans, 

coordinates and 

implements strategies 

to revitalize Louisville’s

Waterfront.

Louisville waterfront prior to development.
Courtesy of Waterfront Development Corporation
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and flexibility to transcend any one political administration. To this end, WDC 
was created across jurisdictional boundaries, as a partnership between three 
governmental bodies (city, county and state), a creative and unheard of solution 
at the time. This structuring proved crucial to the success of this project. 

The park’s effect on surrounding neighborhoods has been quite significant. 
Waterfront Park has had a ripple effect in a constantly expanding circumference, 
spurring hundreds of millions of dollars of investment and the rehabilitation of 
older buildings as well as new construction hosting residential and office space, 
galleries, bars, and restaurants. More than 1/3 of the funding for the park has 
come from private donations from foundations, corporations and individuals. 
This steady and ongoing support has not only helped fund park projects and 
construction, but has also created an atmosphere of strong support and a feeling 
of ownership in the community. 

From the beginning, project leaders knew that for Waterfront Park to be 
successful, it must be woven both visually and physically into the fabric of the 
community. The park was designed to be a part of the city grid, easily accessible 
by pedestrian and car, highly visible and highly maintained. As the first part of the 
city and state that people see when they cross the river into Kentucky or fly over 
on the way to the airport, it serves as a front door to the community. 

As with any much loved and used public space, the park will never truly 
be completed. Needs and uses change through time, and retrofits will be 
implemented to keep pace. The daily demands of park operation, maintenance 
and programming continue unabated. Through it all, Louisville’s Waterfront Park 
will adapt and transform as needed to meet the needs of the community that it 
serves.

From the 

beginning, project 

leaders knew that 

for Waterfront Park 

to be successful, 

it must be woven 

both visually and 

physically into 

the fabric of the 

community. 

Residents enjoy a concert along Louisville’s waterfront.
Courtesy of Waterfront Development Corporation
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Tom Murphy is ULI 

Canizaro/Klingbeil 

Families Chair for 

Urban Development 

and has been a senior 

resident fellow at the 

Urban Land Institute 

since 2006.

Pittsburgh, A World Redefined 
Excerpt from an Interview with Tom Murphy

In the beginning, it was difficult to get people to think about having a continuous 
public park in Pittsburgh. At the time, there existed about a mile and a half of 
public access to the waterfronts, and people did not see the riverfront as an asset 
at the time.

One of the challenges facing Pittsburgh was the thousands of acres of old steel 
mills on the riverfront, and so the city made a decision through its redevelopment 
agency to buy all old steel mill land along the water. And so, the land was bought 
with the idea the waterfront would be kept for a continuous park.  

The city worked with PNC Bank; they 
were going to build a new operations 
center which would employ almost 2,500 
people on an old railroad yard. When 
the city was presented with the final 
design, it was discovered the architects 
had designed the building in such a way 
that there was no way to put the trail 
in.  PNC Bank was informed its building 
would have to be moved back a hundred 
feet in order for the city to maintain its 
goal of having a continuous trail that 
would connect downtown Pittsburgh out 
to Oakland. The building was redesigned 
and provided a plaza which adds to the 
enjoyment of the trail for both PNC employees and passersby.

Another situation involved the Pittsburgh Steelers.  The organization wanted to 
develop a world class sports medicine facility 
and headquarters with practice fields for the 
team and the University of Pittsburgh on 
the site of an old steel mill on that had been 
purchased by the city.  The original design 
situated the buildings right up onto the 
waterfront because they wanted the views up 
and down the river. As in negotiations with 
PNC, it was agreed the 100 feet along the 
water would be preserved for a walking trail.  
About a year later, I got a call one evening 
from Dan Rooney, owner of the Steelers. Dan 
was sitting in his office.  “I’m looking out of 

my window; the trail’s packed with people.  We did the right thing, didn’t we?”  
I learned an enduring lesson.  You need a vision. And that vision needs to be 
focused.  You have to stay with it.  This trail didn’t happen in a year.

You can now ride the long, fought-for trail from downtown Pittsburgh at The 
Point,   335 miles to Georgetown in Washington DC, continuously off road. 
The world is undergoing a redefinition driven by demographics, and if the same 
development patterns continue in the next twenty years, Pittsburgh is going to 
be a suburb of D.C.

Trail along Pittsburgh’s waterfront.
Courtesy of RiverLife Pittsburgh

Steelers fans enjoy the waterfront. 
Courtesy of RiverLife Pittsburgh
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Irma Muñoz is the 
founder of the 
environmental non-
profit-Mujeres de 
la Tierra-a social 
action community 
organization in 
Los Angeles that 
works with families 
to better their lives 
by enhancing their 
neighborhoods 
and strengthening 
community life.

Their Opinions Matter
Excerpts from an Interview with Irma Muñoz

Many folks who have indigenous roots grew up not being labeled 
environmentalists but caretakers of La Madre Tierra.  I remember 
growing up and my grandparents and parents determining family 
events based on the moon and the weather.  Because they were 
from farming backgrounds in Mexico, they were very sustainable, 
they had to be.  For us, the environment is not a job or something 
that you do.  It’s something that is very culturally and profoundly 
spiritual.

Mujeres	de	la	Tierra	(Women	of	the	Earth)	was	founded	to	establish	a	platform	for	women	
and their children to speak up and out about issues concerning them. You can talk about 
the environment, but it all relates to people’s children, their neighborhoods, and who they 
are.	Most	people	care	about	nature;	we	have	to	care	about	where	we	live	or	suffer	the	
consequences.  Mujeres de la Tierra’s goal is to balance the improvement of the natural 
world with the impact on families and neighborhoods. This stands in contrast to the 

mindset	that	the	natural	world	needs	to	be	“fixed”	at	
the expense of people and the community.  As a result, 
we	are	very	practical	in	our	approach.	The	organization	
distinguishes	itself	by	not	telling	people	what’s	good	
for them.  It becomes involved in neighborhoods where 
there is an issue and teaches women and children how 
to speak for themselves, how to own and lead the issues 
starting	in	their	own	homes.

Most of our people live near the rivers, especially the Los Angeles River, because it’s 
a	river	that	has	been	traditionally	neglected.		Once	the	blighted	eyesore	of	the	city,	
rents were cheaper, and some of the homeless made their homes in the river. With 
other	organizations	that	were	like-minded,	we	formed	the	Alianza	de	Los	Pueblos	del	
Rio because only one group of people was giving their opinion in the discussions of 
the redevelopment of the LA River. Councilman Ed Reyes came to us in search of the 
opinions of the people who worked, lived, and played by the river. The Alianza joined the 
discussion because we believed the people who live near the river should be the ones 
who speak up about what they want.

One of the greatest challenges faced by the Alianza was to convince people their 
opinions	mattered.	From	their	perspective,	prior	development	had	been	done	at	their	
expense.  Redevelopment of the LA River made them fearful. When people feel what 
they	say	doesn’t	matter	and	nobody	cares	about	their	opinion,	they	remain	silent.		The	
group	launched	a	45-day	campaign	based	on	the	message	“Your	opinion	matters…we	are	
coming	to	you.		You	live	by	the	river.	You	know	the	river	better	than	anyone.”		The	goal	
was	to	make	the	communities	understand	they	had	to	be	the	ones	speaking,	and	they	
responded.  The most common reply?  A wish this river was as vibrant as the rivers in their 
hometowns. 
When	people	believe	their	opinions	matter,	they	will	tell	you.	Especially	when	they	know	
you	will	be	respectful	of	what	they	have	to	say.	The	communities	play	an	important	role	
in the vibrancy that is bringing the LA River back to life. You have to make redevelopment 
for everybody, not just for a certain few.

Office of Mujeres de la Tierra LA River Center 
and Gardens, June 2013 
Katrina Lashley, Anacostia Community Museum

Irma Munõz in the courtyard of the LA River Center and Gardens, June 2013 
Katrina Lashley, Anacostia Community Museum
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A History of Two Rivers
Excerpt from an Interview with Paul Brickell

The history of East London is really the history of two rivers, The River Thames and 
the River Lea. The River Thames is clearly the reason London exists, but the River Lea 
runs	north	from	the	Thames	into	Hartfordshire,	which	to	this	day	is	still	farmland.	Both	
rivers	have	driven	the	economy	of	the	area	for	at	least	five	hundred	years.

The	first	map,	the	first	urban	master	plan,	of	the	area	was	drawn	by	a	Dutch	engineer	
in 1542, who dreamed about a network of canals as a possible way of avoiding the 
big loops in the Thames. Such a network would enable produce and goods to be 
transported down the River Lea and into the center of the city, a journey which at that 
point had to be made across marshland.

After	a	couple	hundred	years,	as	the	need	for	bigger	ships	grew	at	the	start	of	the	
eighteenth century, it became clear the port of London was too small. What followed 
was the building of the London docks, and a direct result of this development was the 
construction	of	canals	along	which	factories	soon	began	to	grow.	A	bit	later,	a	bigger	
set of docks, The Royal Docks, were built down by the River Thames, and the whole 
area became the hive of industry serving the docks. It was a place where goods were 
brought in and products were made and sent out again. Ideas came and went with 
these goods at the speed of steam and sail. The waterways had become the gateway 
to Empire.

The port of London began 
to fail because it once again 
became too small. It was 
impossible for the docks to 
accommodate container ships, 
and the shipping industry 
moved to deep water ports. 
The docks quickly closed in the 
nineteen	seventies	and	eighties	
and everything associated with 
them also disappeared. What 
very quickly followed was a 
forgetting	that	the	River	Lea	
was there.

Many of the people who’ve lived in this part of London for a while have stories about 
the	River	Lea	that	have	been	forgotten,	because	the	river	was	forgotten	within	a	
span	of	five	to	ten	years.	We	at	The	London	Legacy	Development	Corporation	have	
presented	the	waterways	here	as	a	central	motif	in	the	generation	story	that	we’ve	
been	telling	over	the	last	fifteen	years.

    Docklands, River Lea 1992 
    Courtesy Peter Marshall

Paul Brickell has 

served as the 

Executive Member 

for the Olympics 

since 2006. 

Brickell is currently 

Executive Director 

of Regeneration 

and Community 

Partnerships for 

the London Legacy 

Development 

Corporation.
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The Transformation of East London
Excerpt from an Interview with Andrew Altman

Envisioned	as	a	long-term	regeneration	project,	The	Olympic	Park	is	just	the	
beginning	of	what	will	be	a	broader	transformation	of	East	London.	For	many	years	
there	had	been	a	policy	and	an	aspiration	to	bring	growth	to	East	London.	What	was	
lacking	were	opportunities,	resources,	political	will,	and	something	that	could	be	
transformative.	What	is	currently	taking	place	in	London	is	a	natural	evolution	of	its	
history. 

The area, where most of the industry and the docks were located, has been going 
through	a	transformation	since	the	1970s.	Redevelopment	started	with	Canary	Wharf,	
which	is	now	a	major	financial	center,	continued	with	the	Millennium	Dome	in	North	
Greenwich,	and	is	now	continuing	at	Olympic	Park.		

This movement of the city east is a natural outcome of areas going through the post-
industrial	era,	under-utilized	lands	being	re-used	for	new	development	and	growth	
opportunities.	Historically,	these	are	areas	where	there	has	been	concentrated	
poverty, but also incredible dynamism created by a mixture of immigrant groups, 
artists,	and	small	businesses.	

East	London,	the	area	in	which	the	Olympic	Park	is	located,	is	an	area	of	drastic	
change	served	by	a	well-functioning,	dependable	transport	system.	Despite	such	an	
advantage, the land itself was industrial and contaminated.  It was also divided into 
250	different	freeholds.	When	seen	from	this	perspective,	the	Olympics	become	
a massive infrastructure, a rebalancing of London from West to East that will lay 
the	foundation	for	another	generation	of	growth	that,	were	it	not	for	the	Olympics,	
would not have happened at such a rapid pace.  The London Legacy Development 
Corporation	was	established	to	head	up	the	regeneration	of	not	only	the	Olympic	
Park,	but	also	the	whole	area	around	East	London	where	one	can	find	some	of	the	
poorest boroughs in London and the U.K.  A fundamental part of the bid for the 
Olympics	was	an	attempt	to	spur	development	and	bring	growth	and	opportunity	to	
this part of London.

London’s Royal Docks in the late seventies 
Courtesy Peter Marshall 

Andrew Altman 

was the founding 

Chief Executive of 

the Olympic Park 

Legacy Company 

(now the London 

Legacy Development 

Corporation) where he 

was responsible for 

the transformation of 

the 500-acre London 

2012 Olympic Park 

into a new urban 

neighborhood for East 

London.
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Katrina Lashley 

is Project 

Coordinator of 

Urban Waterways 

at the Anacostia 

Community 

Museum. She 

received her 

B.A. in English 

Literature and 

Italian at Rutgers 

University. In 2011 

she completed 

an M.A. in History 

(Public History 

track) at American 

University with a 

focus on the British 

Caribbean. 

Making a Difference Raul Macias in Los Angeles
Katrina Lashley

On	a	sunny	afternoon	in	early	June,	Los	Santos	and	Atlan	are	in	the	middle	of	a	match.	
Players	move	back	and	forth	across	the	field	in	their	white	and	blue	uniforms.	Parents,	
siblings, friends, coaches, and casual onlookers watch as the ball bounces back and 
forth. An elderly man pushes a paleta cart, the sound of his bells joining the chorus 
of cheers. Along the various trails people chat with friends as they take their evening 
walks. Mothers push children in strollers. Teenagers huddle at picnic tables or on the 
grass while children chase each other across the playground. The basketball courts are 
crowded as teams are organized. 

It would be a mistake for the casual observer to take the scene for granted. Rio de 
Los Angeles State Park could have easily been the site of commercial development. 
In	a	world	where	commercial	developers	tend	to	win	out	over	soccer	fields	and	
community, one could be forgiven for being surprised at a park victory.

One of the major reasons for this victory 
stretches back to Guadalajara, Mexico, the 
birthplace of Raul Macias. It is where Don 
Fabiano kept an eye on the neighborhood 
boys to make sure they stayed out of trouble 
and focused instead on soccer. Years later, 
Raul Macias one of the neighborhood boys, 
had immigrated to the States, opened 
his	own	textile	factory	and	established	a	
successful life for himself in Los Angeles. 
In 1997, he was approached by some 
neighborhood kids. Would he be willing 
to sponsor their soccer team? Macias 
initially	gave	them	some	funds,	and	after	
hearing	about	their	difficulties	on	the	field	
and	seeing	the	team	needed	better	guidance	in	practice	sessions,	he	decided	to	
take	charge.	The	Anahuak	Sports	Association	was	founded	not	with	the	intention	
of	creating	better	athletes	but	with	the	intention	of	preparing	citizens	for	the	roles	
they	should	play	in	their	communities.	After	witnessing	crime	and	shootings,	Macias	
understood	one	of	the	keys	to	healing	communities	was	to	provide	a	safe	place	were	
local	youths	could	be	kids.	In	the	beginning,	Macias	faced	the	challenge	of	finding	
available	fields	for	his	growing	league	to	practice.	He	started	with	twenty	athletes	and	
as	time	passed,	with	the	addition	of	more	players	and	volunteers,	the	need	for	more	
fields	grew.	Macias	often	found	himself	clashing	with	park	officials.	He	joined	forces	
with	Nancy	Smith,	a	retired	teacher	and	activist	with	connections	to	City	Hall.

With	Nancy’s	help	Anahuak	soon	had	the	political	power	to	enter	the	larger	debate	
over	access	to	green	space	and	its	ramifications	in	urban	communities.	In	the	early	
2000s, Los Angeles started its process to green 32 miles of the LA River. In the late 

    Raul Macias, founder of The Anahuak Youth Soccer        
    Association in Rio de Los Angeles State Park June   
    2013.
    Photo: Katrina Lashley, Anacostia Community    
    Museum
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The issue went 

beyond that 

of soccer to 

questions of equal 

access, public 

health, the power 

of residents to 

determine the 

shape of the 

communities in 

which they lived 

and raised their 

children, and 

respect for a 

minority group that 

has outgrown that 

familiar label. 

1990s disputes over the development of unused city land led to a unique legal 
strategy.	When	the	question	of	how	32	acres	of	abandoned	railroad	property,	the	
Cornfields,	came	to	the	forefront,	The	City	Project,	led	by	Robert	Garcia,	sued	the	
city	of	LA	and	developer	Majestic	Reality	using	a	legal	strategy	which	blended	civil	
rights	and	environmental	protection.	The	future	of	the	32	acres	was	irreconcilably	
tied	to	economic	and	environmental	injustice.	The	suit	was	successful,	and	the	site	
was	named	the	Los	Angeles	State	Historic	Park.	The	ensuing	battle	over	how	the	park	
would	be	utilized	and	who	would	have	a	say	in	the	matter	led	to	the	formation	of	
the Alianza de los Pueblos del Rio, an alliance made up of The City Project, Anahuak 
Youth	Soccer	Association,	Mujeres	de	la	Tierra,	the	William	C.	Velasquez	Institute,	
and Remapping L.A. The goal of the alliance was to ensure that City Hall and the 
mainstream	environmentalist	movement	knew	that	residents	in	urban	communities	
understood	the	health	of	their	communities	was	a	civil	right	they	had	every	right	and	
intention	to	defend.

The	Alianza’s	success	at	the	Cornfields/Los	Angeles	State	Park	and	Baldwin	Hills	
Scenic	Overlook	park	were	build	ups	to	the	battle	that	took	place	between	politicians,	
the	Latino	community	and	conservationists.	In	2000,	Taylor	Yard,	a	former	Union	
Pacific	railroad	maintenance	depot	in	Cypress	Park	of	200	acres,	was	available	for	
development. The plans for the site? Warehouses. Macias approached Garcia for help 
in	the	community’s	battle	for	playing	fields.	The	debate	soon	morphed	into	what	kind	
of park would be created on the site. Would it be a park for the passive enjoyment 
of	nature,	or	an	active	space	for	community	residents	to	come	together	with	family	
and	friends?	The	issue	went	beyond	that	of	soccer	to	questions	of	equal	access,	
public	health,	the	power	of	residents	to	determine	the	shape	of	the	communities	in	
which they lived and raised their children, and respect for a minority group that has 
outgrown that familiar label. In August of 2003, an agreement was announced; the 
state	would	lease	half	of	the	40-acre	Taylor	Yard	state	park	to	LA	recreation	officials	
who	would	manage	the	soccer	and	baseball	fields.	The	other	half	of	the	park	would	
serve	as	a	natural	setting.

On Earth Day in 2007, the Rio de 
Los Angeles State Park opened. 
Observing how community life 
is played out on the trails, on the 
fields,	on	the	sidelines	and	on	the	
playground, it’s easy to forget the 
legal	and	political	battles	that	were,	
and	continue	to	be,	waged	as	LA	
and	other	cities	redevelop	their	
spaces in order to provide more 
livable	communities	for	residents.	
Raul’s	description	of	his	organization	
and the work he and the parents 
have done for the league and the 
community is focused on how 

   A match between two teams in the Anahuak Youth Soccer    
   Association, Rio de Los Angeles State Park, June 2013,
   Katrina Lashley, Anacostia Community Museum
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The Anahuak 

Sports Association 

was founded not 

with the intention 

of creating better 

athletes but with 

the intention of 

preparing citizens 

for the roles they 

should play in their 

communities.

residents	can	benefit	from	having	spaces	where	they	and	their	children	can	come	
together to create a shared experience and how that experience can translate into 
healthier lives in all aspects. Today, there are over two thousand league members. 
No child is turned away due to an inability to pay. Some of the league’s coaches and 
volunteers	grew	up	playing	in	the	league.	For	Raul,	his	dedication	comes	from	the	
influence	of	a	man	who	cared	enough	for	him	and	his	friends	to	take	an	interest	in	
what they were doing and in their possible futures. By sharing the same care and 
concern shown to him in Guadalajara with the home he has created in LA, Raul serves 
to	remind	those	involved	in	the	greening	and	redevelopment	of	river	communities	
of	the	humanity	involved	in	struggles	over	land	use	and	the	protection	of	the	natural	
world.
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Urban Waterways Research at Anacostia Community Museum
The History of Environmental Activism East of the River

One of the goals of the Urban Waterways project 
has been to challenge the accepted myth that 
communities	east	of	the	river	are	unconcerned	
with	environmental	issues	until	the	occurrence	of	
a major event. This past June, researcher Corianne 
Setzer	identified	areas	of	contention	and	pollution	
in Wards 7 and 8 and documented the community 
leaders,	citizens,	and	organizations	that	have	fought	
against	the	contamination	of	the	Anacostia	River	and	
the	communities	in	its	watershed.	Her	exploration	
of the issues surrounding Kingman and Heritage 
Islands, Kenilworth Dump, the Pepco Power Plant, 

Washington’s	Navy	Yard,	and	various	illegal	dump	sites	testifies	to	the	undeniable	link	
between	environmental	concerns	and	civil	rights.	The	museum	will	use	this	initial	research	
as	a	springboard	for	a	more	detailed	investigation	of	several	of	the	sites	documented.

Survey of Attitudes toward the Anacostia River

Over	the	course	of	this	past	January,	interns	surveyed	the	members	of	the	congregations	
of	Our	Lady	of	Perpetual	Help	and	East	Washington	Heights	Baptist	Church,	along	with	
visitors	to	Covenant	Baptist	Church’s	Pantry.	The	almost	three	hundred	responses	formed	
the	basis	of	Dr.	Sabiyha	Prince’s	analysis	of	the	attitudes	of	Ward	7	and	8	residents	
towards	the	Anacostia	River.	Most	respondents	see	the	river	as	an	integral	part	of	their	
communities	and	find	living	near	it	both	appealing	and	significant;	however,	many	are	
unhappy with the river’s current health. A few respondents expressed nostalgia for 
past periods when they were able to enjoy the river, and an overwhelming number of 
respondents	would	welcome	a	cleaner	river	and	access	to	sports	facilities,	trails,	and	
restaurants.	While	many	residents	cited	the	preservation	of	the	river	as	very	important,	
a	majority	of	respondents	are	not	involved	in	activities	centered	on	river	recovery.	The	
survey also revealed residents’ mistrust of the government’s (both local and federal) 
concern	for	the	river.	The	findings	of	the	initial	survey	can	be	used	to	encourage	
community-based	activism,	familiarize	policy	makers	with	communities,	and	lead	to	the	
creation	of	a	place	for	dialogue	and	action	among	the	various	segments	of	the	local	
community.

Environmental Activities in Houses of Worship

Toward the end of this summer, Dr. Sabiyha Prince 
will be heading a project which examines the role of 
houses	of	worship	east	of	the	river	in	advocating	for	
environmental	issues	among	their	congregations	and	
within	local	communities.	The	project	will	consist	of	
two	sets	of	surveys,	one	for	congregation	leaders	
and one for their congregants, in-depth interviews 
with	three	to	five	congregation	leaders	and	members,	
and	a	final	report	based	on	analysis	of	the	data.	
The	project	is	part	of	a	larger	effort	on	the	part	of	
the museum to examine and document the role of 
the	various	DC	Metropolitan	faith	communities	
in	environmental	activism,	the	responses	of	their	
various	congregations,	and	the	impact	such	activism	
can	ultimately	have	on	the	creation	of	healthy,	
vibrant	communities.

  Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church.
  Susana Raab, Anacostia Community Museum

A view of the Anacostia River.
2013 Yellow Cat Productions, Inc
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Noteworthy  Events

Citizen Scientists

This	summer,	Tony	Thomas,	Education	Program	Coordinator	at	Anacostia	Community	
Museum led six teams of students from several DC high schools in a seven-week 
watershed	study.	Their	classroom	and	laboratory	was	the	Anacostia	Watershed.	After	the	
seven-week program, students were able to explain the concept of a watershed and the 
flow	of	drinking,	storm,	and	waste	water	through	the	watershed.	Students	assembled	in	
six	small	groups	to	pursue	a	research	project.	Each	group	selected	a	pollution	category	
and	researched	how	three	urban	watershed	communities	addressed	their	problem.	The	
students	justified	the	applicability	of	other	communities’	solutions	to	Anacostia	River	
issues	in	presentations	made	before	a	panel	of	judges.

The goal of the program is to create a sense of awareness of the importance of 
stewardship for an extremely valuable resource: fresh water. True, 80% of the earth is 
covered	by	water,	but	as	Tony	points	out	in	the	introduction	to	the	program,	only	1%	
is	fresh	water,	that	can	be	used	for	domestic,	commercial,	industrial,	and	recreational	
purposes. The project is meant to serve as a model that can be duplicated in other 
communities.	For	more	information	contact: Waterways on ePals 
http://en.community.epals.com/citizen_science/saving_our_waterways/default.aspx

Student Scientists at the Anacostia River
Image- From left to right. Crystal Sandoval,
Nnamdi Anomnachi, Kofi Henderson,
Mike Brown, and Tony Thomas explore 
the Potomac River on the Chesapeake Bay 
Foundation’s Susquehanna.
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Noteworthy  Events

International Visitors

In	July,	Education	Program	Coordinator	Tony	Thomas	led	a	group	of	government	officials	
and	scientists	from	Uzbekistan,	Kazakhstan,	the	Kyrgyz	Republic,	and	Tajikistan	on	a	
tour	of	the	Reclaiming	the	Edge:	Urban	Waterways	&	Civic	Engagement	exhibition.	The	
tour was part of a Sub-Regional Project on Water Resource Management for Newly 
Independent	States	held	under	the	auspices	of	the	State	Department’s	International	
Visitor Leadership Program.

The overall goals of the project are to examine how the U.S. Government, the private 
sector,	and	research	institutions	approach	water	management;	explore	partnerships	
and	state	and	international	cross-border	collaborative	efforts	that	have	improved	water	
supplies,	resources,	environmental	stability,	and	community	cooperation;	examine	
examples	of	efficient	water	allocation	arrangements	among	US	states;	examine	efforts	
to	conserve	water;	and	learn	about	cutting-edge	technologies	in	the	area	of	water	
conservation	and	efforts	to	increase	supply.
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Contributors
Gail S. Lowe, PhD,	Since	the	initial	publication	of	this	first	issue	of	the	Urban	Waterways	
newsletter,	we	are	saddened	at	the	loss	of	our	colleague	and	friend.		Dr.	Lowe	was	the	
senior	historian	of	the	Smithsonian’s	Anacostia	Community	Museum	conducting	research	
for	museum	projects,	exhibitions,	and	publications,	and	consulting	with	the	collections	
department	on	the	museum’s	archives.	Lowe	also	curated	exhibitions	and	served	as	the	
museum’s	publications	editor.		She	was	co-curator	of	the	exhibition	Reclaiming	the	Edge:	
Urban Waterways and Civic Engagement and the historian and project manager for the 
Urban	Waterways	initiative.

Dana Minerva	has	had	an	extensive	and	productive	career	in	the	environmental	field.	
For	five	years,	she	has	been	engaged	in	the	effort	to	clean	the	watershed	where	she	
resides	as	Executive	Director	of	the	Anacostia	Watershed	Restoration	Partnership,	a	
public-private	partnership	that	includes	business	groups,	environmental	activists,	federal,	
state and local environmental agencies, and others and is based in the Metropolitan 
Washington	Council	of	Governments.	Her	early	career	involved	negotiating	with	many	
stakeholders	and	drafting	landmark	legislation	to	restore	watersheds,	insure	smart	
growth,	protect	endangered	species,	regulate	offshore	oil	drilling,	and	dramatically	
increase	Florida’s	land	acquisition	for	conservation	as	a	senior	staff	person	for	the	
Florida	Legislature,	including	as	Staff	Director	of	the	Natural	Resources	Committee	of	
the	Florida	House	of	Representatives.	Subsequently,	she	was	Deputy	Secretary	of	the	
Florida	Department	of	Environmental	Regulation	and	served	as	the	Deputy	of	the	US	
Environmental	Protection	Agency’s	water	quality	program	in	the	Clinton	administration.	
She	is	an	expert	on	Clean	Water	Act	policy	and	implementation.

Tom Murphy is ULI Canizaro/Klingbeil Families Chair for Urban Development and has 
been	a	senior	resident	fellow	at	the	Urban	Land	Institute	since	2006.	A	former	mayor	of	
Pittsburgh,	he	joins	four	other	senior	resident	fellows	who	specialize	in	housing,	finance,	
retail, and sustainable development. Before joining ULI, Murphy served three terms as 
mayor	of	Pittsburgh,	from	January	1994	through	December	2005.	During	that	time,	he	
initiated	a	public/private	partnership	strategy	that	leveraged	more	than	$4.5	billion	in	
economic	development	in	the	city.	Murphy	led	efforts	to	secure	and	oversee	$1	billion	in	
funding	for	the	development	of	two	professional	sports	facilities	and	a	new	convention	
center	that	is	the	largest	certified	green	building	in	the	United	States.	He	developed	
strategic partnerships to transform more than 1,000 acres of blighted, abandoned 
industrial	properties	into	new	commercial,	residential,	retail,	and	public	uses,	and	he	
oversaw the development of more than 25 miles of new riverfront trails and parks.

David Karem	has	been	president	of	the	Louisville	Waterfront	Development	Corporation	
since	its	inception	in	1986.	He	received	an	undergraduate	degree	from	the	University	
of	Cincinnati	College	of	Design,	Architecture,	Art	&	Planning,	and	he	obtained	his	Juris	
Doctorate from the University of Louisville Louis D. Brandeis School of Law. Karem 
served	in	the	Kentucky	General	Assembly	for	33	years,	and	served	on	the	Education	
Committee	of	the	General	Assembly	for	32	of	those	years.	He	served	a	term	as	Chairman	
of	the	Kentucky	State	Board	of	Education	and	continues	to	serve	as	a	board	member.
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Irma Munoz’s	work	history	includes	positions	with	San	Diego	State	University’s	Housing	
Office,	Chief	of	Staff	to	a	senior	ranking	state	legislator,	Public	Relations	and	Community	
Affairs	Executive	with	Centre	City	Development	Corporation,	a	Presidential	Appointee	
with	the	Clinton	Administration,	and	Senior	Manager	with	the	Los	Angeles-based	
environmental	organization	TreePeople.	Her	proudest	achievement	is	the	founding	
of	the	environmental	non-profit-Mujeres	de	la	Tierra-a	social	action	community	
organization	in	Los	Angeles	that	works	with	families	to	better	their	lives	by	enhancing	
their neighborhoods and strengthening community life. Mujeres de la Tierra has worked 
on	a	variety	of	community	projects	including:	the	Los	Angeles	River	Revitalization	
Master Plan, the development of Mariposa Gibson Park in El Monte, CA, and the 
degradation	of	community	health	due	to	oil	wells	in	Baldwin	Hills.

Paul Brickell originally trained as a Molecular Biologist and was Professor of Molecular 
Hematology	at	the	Institute	of	Child	Health	where	he	helped	to	establish	a	highly	
successful interdisciplinary cancer research department. He became Director of 
Regeneration	and	later	Chief	Executive	of	the	Bromley	by	Bow	Centre,	a	community	
center in East London which helps residents to learn new skills, improve their health and 
wellbeing,	and	find	employment.	Brickell	has	been	a	Labour	Councillor	in	Newham	since	
1998 and has represented Forest Gate North ward since 2002. He has served as the 
Executive	Member	for	the	Olympics	since	2006.	Brickell	is	currently	Executive	Director	
of	Regeneration	and	Community	Partnerships	for	the	London	Legacy	Development	
Corporation.

Andrew Altman	is	a	Visiting	Senior	Fellow	at	LSECities,	an	international	center	at	
the	London	School	of	Economics	and	Political	Science	that	carries	out	research,	
education	and	outreach	activities	in	London	and	abroad.	Altman	was	the	founding	Chief	
Executive	of	the	Olympic	Park	Legacy	Company	(now	the	London	Legacy	Development	
Corporation)	where	he	was	responsible	for	the	transformation	of	the	500-acre	London	
2012 Olympic Park into a new urban neighborhood for East London. Before coming 
to the UK, he was the Deputy Mayor for Economic Development and Planning for the 
City	of	Philadelphia	and	Planning	Director	for	Washington	DC.	At	LSECities	he	will	work	
with the research team on developing the structure and content of the next Urban Age 
conference that will take place in Rio de Janeiro in autumn 2013 focusing on design-led 
urban	transformations.

Katrina Lashley	is	Project	Coordinator	of	Urban	Waterways	at	the	Anacostia	Community	
Museum. She received her B.A. in English Literature and Italian at Rutgers University. 
In 2011 she completed an M.A. in History (Public History track) at American University 
with	a	focus	on	the	British	Caribbean.	Lashley	has	worked	on	projects	for	the	National	
Museum	of	American	History	and	Arlington	House.	In	addition	to	her	public	history	
work, Lashley has been a teacher of English Literature and Language for the past eleven 
years.


