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For the past ten years, Urban Waterways—a collaborative Smithsonian project led by the Anacostia Community 
Museum—has explored the relationship between urban waterways and their surrounding communities. The project 
has examined urban development, diverse populations’ relationships with their waterways, community activism, 
and river ecology. One of the project’s main goals is to provide opportunities for community members to lead 
discussions and explorations of issues of greatest concern to them as they work to ensure equitable restoration of—
and access to—natural resources to support healthy, sustainable communities.  
 
The Women’s Environmental Leadership (WEL) seeks to build the capacity for future women environmental leaders. 
WEL was successfully launched in 2018 through a summit and community forum which brought together a national 
network of well-established and aspiring environmental leaders to take part in discussions exploring the importance 
of mentorship, the various educational and career opportunities available to them, and the multitude of ways that 
leadership can be enacted.  
 
Today’s workshop, Climate Justice, Advocacy, & Faith: Developing an Ecological Justice Ministry, highlights the 
initiative’s commitment to providing a platform for environmental leaders to share their personal journeys and 
expertise though the lenses of the communities they serve. This breadth of knowledge and experience highlights the 
holistic nature of the work necessary to the success of efforts to addressing the world’s most challenging issues.  
 
ACM is pleased to have the support of PEPCO as a Contributing Sponsor of WEL for the 2021 fiscal year. We look 
forward to working with them and our network of steadfast supporters to continue to strengthen and move the 
program forward 
 
 
 



Event Schedule 
 
10:00 a.m. – 10:05 a.m. Welcoming Remarks & Introduction of Speaker  
Katrina Lashley, Program Coordinator, Smithsonian’s Anacostia Community Museum 
 
10:05 a.m.- 10:30 a.m.  Interview with Rev.  Mariama White-Hammond, New Roots African Methodist Episcopal 
Church  
 
10:30 a.m. – 11:40 a.m. Workshop, Rev. Mariama White-Hammond  
 
11:40 a.m. - 11:58 a.m.  Q &A 
 
11:58 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.   Closing Remarks, Katrina Lashley 
 
 
Speaker 
 
Rev. Mariama White-Hammond is an advocate for ecological justice, youth engagement, and Spirit-filled organizing. 
Rev. Mariama is the founding pastor of New Roots AME Church in Dorchester. New Roots is a multi-racial, multi-
class community that is re-imagining what church can be. Rev. Mariama is active in secular and interfaith justice 
efforts. In particular, she uses an intersectional lens in her ecological work, challenging folks to see the connections 
between immigration and climate change or the relationship between energy policy and economic justice. 
  
She is a fellow with the Green Justice Coalition which brings together 8 social/environmental justice groups from 
around Massachusetts. She speaks throughout the country and was the MC for both the 2017 Boston Women’s 
March and Boston People’s Climate Mobilization. As the former director of Project HIP HOP, she used the arts as a 
tool to raise awareness for social issues.  
 
Rev. Mariama has received numerous awards including the Barr Fellowship, the Celtics Heroes Among Us, The 
Roxbury Founders Day Award and the Boston NAACP Image Award.  In 2019 she was selected as one of the Grist 50 
Fixers and Sojourners 11 Women Shaping the Church. 
 


