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For the past eleven years, Urban Waterways—a collaborative Smithsonian project led by the Anacostia Community 
Museum—has explored the relationship between urban waterways and their surrounding communities. The project 
has examined urban development, diverse populations’ relationships with their waterways, community activism, 
and river ecology. One of the project’s main goals is to provide opportunities for community members to lead 
discussions and explorations of issues of greatest concern to them, as they work to ensure equitable restoration of—
and access to—natural resources to support healthy, sustainable communities.  
 
The Women’s Environmental Leadership (WEL) seeks to build the capacity for future women environmental leaders. 
WEL was successfully launched in 2018 through a summit and community forum which brought together a national 
network of well-established and aspiring environmental leaders to take part in discussions exploring the importance 
of mentorship, the various educational and career opportunities available to them, and the multitude of ways that 
leadership can be enacted.  
 

Today’s lecture, “Malama ‘Aina”, Caring for and Nurturing the Land highlights the initiative’s commitment to 

providing a platform for environmental leaders to share their personal journeys and expertise though the lenses of 
the communities they serve. This breadth of knowledge and experience highlights the holistic nature of the work 
necessary to the success of efforts to addressing the world’s most challenging issues.  
 
ACM is pleased to have the support of PEPCO as a Contributing Sponsor of WEL for the 2021 fiscal year. We look 
forward to working with them and our network of steadfast supporters to continue to strengthen and move the 
program forward. 
 
 



Event Schedule 
2:00 p.m. – 2:10 p.m./ 8:00 a.m.- 8:10 a.m. HST Welcoming Remarks & Introduction of Mei Ling Isaacs and Lehua 
Abrigo Katrina Lashley, Program Coordinator, Smithsonian’s Anacostia Community Museum 
 

2:10 p.m.- 3:30 p.m./ 8:10 a.m.-9:30 a.m. HST- “Malama ‘Aina”, Caring for and Nurturing the Land, Mei Ling Isaacs 
and Lehua Abrigo, 'Ahahui Mālama I Ka Lōkahi 
 
3:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m./9:30 a.m.-10:00 a.m. HST   Audience Q & A 
 
3:00p.m/10:00 a.m. HST Closing  
 
Speakers 
Mei Ling Isaacs 
Community Cultural Health Planner, ‘Ahahui Malama I Ka Lokahi (AML) 
 
Mei Ling Isaacs is the community cultural health planner for ‘Ahahui Ma-lama I Ka Lokahi (AML) a community-based, 
Native Hawaiian restoration and conservation organization located in Hawai’i, on Oahu Island. Its mission is to 
“practice, promote, and perpetuate a modern native Hawaiian conservation ethic.” Its vision is a “healthy Hawaiian 
ecosystem nurtured by human communities and serving as a model for local and global resource management.” 
Kawainui and its wetlands are a keystone of AML’s work, as it is a critical at-risk habitat for many native and 
threatened life forms that live there. Most important, Kawainui is ancestral land where Kanaka Maoli 
(Hawaiian)thrived for hundreds of years prior to European contact. Like the continually gentrifying community of 
Kawainui, Kanaka Maoli are also at risk. 
 
Prior to AML, Ms. Isaacs administered the institutional review board for Papa Ola Lokahi, the Native Hawaiian Health 
Care Board, for 10 years and was the executive director of the Native Hawaiian Health Care System for Maui for 
eight years. Her current position creates opportunities for Hawaiian communities to reconnect with their culture 
through caring for their precious ancestral land by melding the values and beliefs of ancient Hawaiian culture with 
that of contemporary science. Her life’s work is dedicated to social justice for not only Native Hawaiians but for all  
people. 
 
AML has assigned Ms. Isaacs to its innovative initiative, Mahina meets Haumea (Hawaiian female deities), which 
seeks to elevate the lives of women prisoners transitioning from prison into the community by building partnerships 
among other women. It also aims to reconnect them with their ancestral lands as a place of mutual healing and 
restoration, as well as a life-long safe place where they can sustain deeply-rooted cultural identity in a healing, 
mentoring format. 
 
Lehua Abrigo 
 
Resource Manager, ‘Ahahui Mālama i Ka Lōkahi 
Lehua Abrigo is the resource manager for ‘Ahahui Mālama i Ka Lōkahi (AML) a community-based, Native Hawaiian 
restoration and conservation organization located in Hawai’i, on the island of Oʻahu. Its mission is to “practice, 
promote, and perpetuate a modern native Hawaiian conservation ethic.” The preservation of the Hawaiian culture 
is critical to the conservation native Hawaiian ecosystems and species and the restoration of wahi pana, or sites of 
significant cultural and spiritual. 
 
Prior to AML, Ms. Abrigo worked in Native Hawaiian healthcare. For 13 years at Papa Ola Lōkahi, a non-profit health 
organization dedicated to improving the health status of Native Hawaiians, she was involved with many projects 
focused on the betterment of the Hawaiian people through education, awareness, and curriculum development. At 
the University of Hawaiʻi’s Department of Native Hawaiian Health, she worked on a project dedicated to helping 
Native Hawaiian students become doctors through mentoring support, “mock interviews”, essay writing, counseling, 
and advising. 


